





pee See 


“aE EE PF 


» 

















page RET ag BAA IM 











v School Gimes 


Copyright, 1924, by The Sunday School Times’ Co. Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, August 9, 1924 


Vol. Sixty-six, No. 32 os 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 487 











Lessons for August 24 in this Issue 
International Uniform, &—Jesus Talks with Nicodemus. 
John 3: 1-17. 

Whole Bible, 47.—Absalom’s Rebellion. 

2 Samuel: 15-19. 

Notes on Open Letters: 
Temple Sacrifices in the Millennium ........ eovcee eee 478 
On What Rock is the Church Built? .......ccceceeeess 478 
A Chinese Christian Visits General Feng. By the Rev. 
ee ETP Es PRET Pe RT PEE TES Phe ere eee 479 
How “Daily Light” Has Blessed’ Lives. ......scsdcesscsees 480 
After I Surrendered.» By a Layman ...... \ Oe ose 481 
When. Missionary Greek Meets. Refugee Greek . see 48% 
Tae. WHEE, SEMI sas 5 fang cas oh ccd-tu sees eneteei es eee 481 
International Uniform Lesson .......ccccccecesesceses 482-485 
The Whole Bible Lesson Course ......cccccccesceece 485, 486 
CHAAR BE. TIGNES ie hice cae ewecdscededetes 
Girls’ Problems of To-day. Discussed by Mother Ruth 487 
An American Society for Prophetic Study ........ isstono 
The Young. People’s Prayer-Meeting. By H. McAllis- 
ter Griffiths ,....... phases hav abn hae ch.ocseb epvonesahahegs ue 487 
For Family Worship ....ccccccccsccscccceccecees teccereecees 488 










ID you ever stop to realize that in the adver- 
_tising columns of The Sunday School Times you 
are doubly protected? Not only does this paper care- 
fully censor the advertisements offered, but. those 
|| who use these columns regal: 


By Carl Ww. Hiser 
i Dw word unspoken, Jesus knows its 
And sees the unspent arrow’s fatal mark ; 


He sees the eventide before the dawning, . 
And needs no sun to guide Him in the dark. 


The wind that blows, He knows from whence it riseth, 
And ere it cometh knows what good and ill 

It wafts ahead, what billows and what soothing ; 
And knows that even now His voice can still. 


He knows my testing héur before it testeth, 
And bids me gird with prayer His armor on. 
He watching stands unseen to view the conflict, 
. And give me joy for pain when it has gone. 


His word means safety ever, for He knoweth | 
How storms shall end before they have begun, 

And better than I know the yester-mornings, - 
He knows, and holds my morrows, one by one,‘ 
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What is Christ’s Glory? 

Are you the glory of Christ? The question may be 
a startling one, but God would have us face it. He 
wants. us to be the glory of Christ. He has made 
every provision for it. In one of those loving, human 
touches in his letters to his fellow-Christians the apostle 
Paul wrote’ (2 Cor. 8:23): “Whether any do enquire 
of Titus, he is my partner and fellow-helper concerning 
you: or our brethren be enquired of, they are the 
messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ.” 
So these God-breathed words declared that the Chris- 
tian brethsen of Paul were “the glory of Christ”; and 
what was true of them is, in God’s plans and purposes 
and-provisions, true of all believers. It is to be feared 
that, this glory has sometimes been dimmed in our 
lives. -. If, by rebellion or unbelief, we . “grieve” or 
“quench” the Holy Spirit, men will not see us as our 
Lord’s glory. But our full surrender and full faith — 
which we may offer God at any moment and every 
moment — permit him to bring to pass this miracle in 
us. “For all the f enengien ‘of God in him [Christ] are 
yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” 
The wonder of it is that God declares,not that we are 
merely to show forth the glory of Christ, but that we 
are actually to be Christ’s glory. This is identification 
with Christ indeed; and this is the only normal Chris- 
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tian life, “the life that is Christ.” It is possible only 
by Christ’s living in us, which he does. To us “God 
would make known what is the riches of the glory of 
this mystery . . . which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.” Let-us answer God’s wonderful provision by 
saying, | in humility and faith, “To me to live is 


Christ. 
x 
Investments 


It is dangerous to desire money. The only way 
to be delivered from that danger is to desire God’s 
will; if it is God’s will that we should ask him for 
money, and receive money, he will keep us from its 
injury. A man of wealth has said: “My permanent 
investments have not made me a good man. 
not think money ever helps a man morally, and ‘he 


7 - is a splendid man who can keep money from hurting 


him.” There are no splendid men except those whose 
lives are hid with Christ in God. Such men can safely 
be entrusted with money, for they recognize that 


. anything and everything they have is only a trust. 


They know that it does. not belong to them, but to- 
God, and as’ honorable ‘stewards they ask the Owner 
what he would have done with that which is his. 
Then any so-called “permanent investments” are so 
far outweighed’ by their eternal investment in Christ 
that they are guarded from stumbling, 


Pat 
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When a Christian leader is commended and put 
forward by the liberal wing of the Church as the 
right kind of man to follow, one of two things is 
true: either he is unsound in his faith, or, himself 
sound, he is tolerant toward unsoundness and willin 
to compromise with it. There are both kinds o 
Christian workers, both ministers and laymen, in prac- 
tically every evangelical Protestant denomination to- 
day. In our necessary estimating of people’s fitness 
for places of trust and leadership, it is vitally im- 
portant to consider the sources from which their 
commendation comes. A glaring case of this is the 
outspoken admiration of the Unitarians for certain 
Modernists within the professing evangelical Church. 
Dr. Charles Francis Potter, the Unitarian minister in 
New York City who has debated Fundamentalism 


with Dr. John Roach Straton, has been reported as 
saying, in connection with President Meiklejohn’s 
resignation last year from Amherst: “Our youth are 
tired of preserved knowlédge and want the fresh, 
living truth such as Dr. Meiklejohn, the Baptist, and 
Dr. Fosdick, the Baptist-Unitarian-Presbyterian, are 
offering to their eager minds.” Doubtless Dr. Fos- 
dick and other “evangelical” Modernists who defend 
him would prefer not to have him called a Unitarian. 
But he has invited this classification by his own public 
utterances. May true Christians who are facing the 
crisis to-day see clearly just where certain Modern- 


ists stand, 
Pad 
What Christ Takes Away 


“Taking away” is a work which only God can do 
with finality. Sometimes, indeed, he has to do it in 
judgment and punishment; but over and over again 
he does it in grace and blessing. The expression occurs 
scores of times, from Genesis to Revelation. One of 
the early cases is when Pharaoh’s daughter said to the 
sister of the baby Moses, “Take this child away, and 
nurse it for me.” The princess did not realize it, but 
God here “took away” Moses from déath and the 
Egyptians eternally, though the final deliverance was. 
not eonsummated until sag ears: later. The last 
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~ Of the book of thi prophecy, God shall take away his 


rt out of the book of life” (Rev. 22:19). But per- 
aps the two blessedest “takings away” in the whole 
Book and in all of God’s purposés are touched upon 
in the Scripture prophesying Christ’s second coming. 
The actual words aré_not there, but the truth is, as we 
read (Heb. 9: 28): “So Christ was offered to bear the 
sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” In 
the Keswick Calendar for July 7, the comment of 
Alfred Mace on this Scripture was given: “Brethren, 
get on y ur tiptoes here, gird your loins, stretch 
your neck, open wide your eyes. e are not. looking 
for death and judgment; we are looking for the Lord 
himself! The first time he came he. took our sins 
away; the next time he comes he will take ourselves 
away. Are you ready? The gathering shout may come 
before we sleep to-night, and on lightning wings we 
who are his shall be caught up to meet him in the air.” 


A Captain of the Lord 


EW Year’s day of 1907 was a fitting day for 
the entrance of Brigadier Albin Peyron of the 
Salvation Army into the life beyond, for few 
have more singularly experienced the newness of life 
which Christ gives. For many years he had been 
a Christian of theconventional sort. Then the Lord 
brought him ‘to a bitter experience which, accepted, 
passed into the fulness of blessing. ; 
He was a rich business man of Montpellier’ in the 
south of France. Back in the eighties the Salvation 
Army came to his oity, and an invitation to an all- 
night meeting was handed him on the street. He 
went with his wife and -fourteen-year-old son. The 
speaking was on lines new to his Christian experience,. 
—of death to sin, deliverance from sin by the way of 
the Cross... At two o’clock in the morning ‘he got up 
to go, stirred:to the depths of his being, but his little 
son begged to remain. Before morning dawned the 
lad_ had. given his heart to God. 
- The next day M. Peyron went to the Army head- 
quarters to proffer help in the expenses of a meeting’ 
at the Montpellier Casino. When the -hall filled ‘he: 


- noticed numbers of his business and church associates. 


The speaker sent down a lieutenant into the addi- 
ence to ask him to the platform. 

Then came the test. : 

For a moment he was strangely agitated. He real- 
ized that this public adhesion meant a breach with the 
religious world, — and the irreligious. But he did not 





Albin Peyron, Réflexions et Expériences d’un Salutiste, 
Editions Altis, Paris. 


flinch. He picked his way through the crowd to the 
platform. po ; 

The next morning, very early, he was awakened by 
a strange sensation. It seemed as if billows of di- 
vine love were passing and repassing over him. “I 
cannot doubt after ten years that I received that morn- 
ing the baptism of the Holy Spirit and that the Lord 
in this way wished to show his approbation of my obe- 
dience in entering the path opened by him for me.” 

Then followed active participation in the Army’s 
work. Incessant public speaking” in tiny  eatherings, 
however, left him with an acute bronchitis, In - 
vember of ’84 le was asked to go to Lyons to hold 
revival meetings. Accompanied a friend, Dr. C. 
of Geneva, he spent a taxing week there. The meet- 
ings were blessed with abundant conversions, Those 
on week days lasted till midnight; on Sunday the 
whole day was devoted to preaching. Result —a seri- 
ous aggravation of the sickness. The doctor on his 
return to Nimes after careful auscultation ordered ab- 
solute silence for months. He was to go to Cannes. 
— rest, arid to use a slate to give the simplest or- 

rs. & 

But on the same day an invitation came to a little 
place in the Cevennes.. The messenger who took it 
hardly dared to present it, so great‘was M. Peyron’s 
exhaustion. Yet he agreed to go the next day. 

In the morning before daybreak he was again awak- 
ened with a marvelous flooding of the Spirit. His 
whole being was refreshed and invigorated. Rising 
from bed he kngJt down, sobbing and crying when he 
heard a voice saying, with the distinctness @f a hu- 
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man voice, “As they. went they were healed.” Then 
followed an arduous week; stormy meetings, but many 
conversions. When he got back to Nimes he, realized 
“with joy but not with surprise”. that he was healed. 
The doctor after a minute examination expressed his 
utter astonishment. The bronchitis had disappeared, 
and with it a tendency to asthma, against which he 
had struggled for ten years by the daily use of ar- 
senio. From that time on there was never a recur- 
rence of these maladies. ‘ f 

Later came deliverance from sin as from sickness. 
Here is his testimony. : : 

“I can fix precisely the day when, kneeling beside 

Salvationist who for years had traveled the way of 
foliness, I had the distinct impression that the Lord 
had taken from’ my soul the roots of sin, that he had 
purified me from all my stains, all my idolatries. I be- 
sought him for this blessing of entire deliverance as 
I had prayed long for the grace-of forgiveness. The 
sister who knelt beside me interrupted with, ‘Bless the 
Lord, because he has granted your prayer: 4 

“‘But ought I not to wait until I realize it before 
thanking him for it?’ ; 

“‘No,’ came the answer, ‘believe that he has given 
it. This mercy is obtained by faith.’ : 

“Well then,’ I cried, ‘I bless thee, my Saviour, be- 
cause thou hast taken sin out of my heart and hast 
now given me a new heart and a pure heart.’ 

“And he did it. He freed me from evil. He made 
me literally free. That was nine years ago, and I 
can say here to the glory of God that the sin which 
he took out of my heart has never returned. I do 
not mean to say that since that time I have never been 
tempted. On the contrary. I have been the mark of 
the Adversary and attacked far more than before, and 
at times these attacks have been terrible. But if 
Satan has. come — and he has — he has had nothing in 
me. The Saviour has removed that inner correspond- 
ence with him which formerly existed, that traitor 
hidden within who opened the gate to the enemy. Satan 
still prowls around. I must watch. But thanks to 
God he prowls around and not within. Jesus guards 
the gates.” . 

Then the Lord made clear to him that, he, man of 
wealth and station, should wear the insignia of the 
Army. The engpestion was never proffered by his 
Army friends. It was borne in on him by the Spirit. 
A week of cruel anxiety passed. “If I do this 1 dig 
a trench between ‘myself and my old friends in the 
church,” he. would insist. “To what purpose the 
breaking of these bonds of friendship and influence.” 
But as he argued and protested he felt a shadow in- 
vading his heart. The ss the Lord withdrew from 
him, — and the power. e found himself unable to 
speak with any effect. But when he could say to 
himself, “Lord, if thou givest me the cup to drink, I 
will obey,” light shone again. During the whole week 
he could neither eat nor sleep. “I do not exaggerate 
when I say that if it had lasted much longer I should 
have died,” ; 

His wife thought him yt ony from an obsession. 
Finally he gave in. Long after he recalled the pang 
which he felt when, in a mirror at the store, he saw 
the Salvation Army képi on his white head, “My 
dear wife who accompanied me turned away in tears 
in order not to see it.” - 

- “A little later the Lord who wished to bring me to 
death ordered me to go to the Stock Exchange in full 
uniform to sell En Avant (The War Cry) at five 
centimes a copy. He told me to visit the cafés Satur- 

ay evening to sell our humble Salvationist papers. It 
was a time of suffering, but blessed to my soul.” 

That which he had foreseen followed. His name 
was struck off from membership in the church. He 
was literally cast out of the synagogue. He was dis- 
missed from the Committee of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance and obliged to give up a service which he had 
led for the sick in the Protestant Hospital. His old 
friends ceased to call upon him. When he appeared at 
the Bourse some turned away in disgust, others smiled 
and put finger to forehead in significant gesture. 
Even his own employees avoided him on the street. 
His son’s marriage engagement was broken. ; 

“Tt was the road to Calvary, and if my Saviour 
had — aided me I know not what would have hap- 
pened.’ 

Nevertheless the Lord granted some’ alleviations. 
His children stood loyally by him. 

In his earlier days he tells us he had been of an 
impatient and irritable disposition, He had to watch 
over himself lest he should break out. With care he 
was enabled to overcome outward manifestations, “But 
when I received by faith inner purification I knew 
these feelings no longer. . If irritating things occurred, 
my serenity was not touched for a moment. J was 
ree. ‘If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed.’” 

» The pearl of great price he held to be the benedic- 

ion of a pure heart. Christ brought it to us, but 
to obtain it one must “go and sell all,” — pride, wealth, 
ease. “If thou wilt be perfect” —! 

This condition M. Peyron applied to himself. Hence- 
forth his every spare moment was devoted to the 
Lord’s work. His wealth was dedicated; he himself 
henceforth a mere trustee of it. Personal expenses 
he reduced to a minimum. Money badly spent he’ felt 
to be a theft from God. He who frmerly always 
traveled first class on the railway, as €anciers should, 
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now took the third. The Army’s work in France he 
backed financially. His large estate became a refuge 
for vagabonds whom the Army sent him to mend and 
teach, — and the Army could find plenty of the prince 
of this world’s finished product about Paris and other 
French cities. _ , 
With unwearied patience Peyron undertook their 
restoration, fed them, clothed them, gave them work, 
prayed with them.- At times there would be more than 
a hundred of these outcastes under his roof. He 
treated them as brethren, mingled freely with them in 
their work or in their leisure time. Many were con- 
verted and restored to useful life. There was -also an 
orphanage of fifty boys and girls which his eldest 
daughter managed, 
_ One who knew him intimately describes the old- 
time courtesy with which he treated his poor; he 
would stand, charming and affable, his silver head 


uncovered, chatting with rough hoboes as if ny 4 were. 


prinees. Ever extremely busy he never gave the im- 
pression of being so, and was always ready to listen 
and consider. From five to seven in the morning 
daily he spent in prayer. “I cannot abridge these 
hours,” he said, “I need them for. the solution of my 
problems,” og Be 

M. Peyron’s Christian meditations are gathered in 
a volume which the Neuchatel professor, Pastor Rollier, 
thinks the best treatise on holiness of our time. Its 
value lies largely in its unquestionable reality. The 
writer had experienced what he teaches. e is no 
mere theoretician. 

It is a searching book and a comforting one, 

The path of the Salvationist is hard for the flesh. 
M. Peyron felt that the Lord had called the Army 
into being as an agency for crucifying the “I” as 
quickly as possible, for making the will supple and 
plastic to Christ’s purposes. e describes how, ia 
the quiet of his chamber in Paris at a time when he 
was teaching the Army’s cadets, it was revealed to 
him through the Eighty-fourth Psalm that the Chris- 
tian receives spiritual blessings that they may over- 
flow to others. The soul that lives this life for others 
experiences an inner joy, an impression of glory, 
known only to those who have tasted it. It is a de- 
licious weight of divine grace, the ineffable echo in 
the hidden depths of the inner man of the Father’s 





Temple Sacrifices in the Millennium 


‘I have recently read a book by a leading postmil- 
lennial writer,, who says that all the prominent premil- 
lennial writers teach that the Jewish sacrifices will be 
offered during the millennial age. He quotes extens- 
ively, giving books and pages, so that there is no 
disputing the fact that this is’ a prominent teaching. 

What I wish to know is: Why have these writers been 
so confused as thus to interpret the Scriptures? Does 
not Daniel 11 : 31 make very plain that “they . . . shall 
take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the 
abomination that maketh desolate”? This, I understand, 
shows plainly that the Jews, going back to their land in 
their sin and rejection of Christ, but looking for the 
coming Messiah, will institute their temple service 
according to the instructions given by their prophet 
Ezekiel. In the beginning of the tribulation (which is 
the seventieth week of Daniel’s vision), there will be a 
covenant made between the Jewish “false prophet” and 
“many” others (I think. this will be some world fede- 
ration under the “beast” of Revelation 13), and in the 
midst of the weck this covenant will be broken. I have 
been teaching that it is during this three-and-a-half 
years that these sacrifices will be offered, and that 
there is no Scripture to show that these sacrifices will 
ever be offéred after they have at that time been taken 
away. 

The announcement made some time ago in The Sunday 
School Times that the Governor ‘of Jerusalem was 
about to establish schools in Jerusalem for the train- 
ing of young Jewish priests, because he thinks the time 
near at hand when the temple will be built, confirms a 
part of this; but I should like to have your opinion 
about the sacrifices during the thovsand years.—An 
Oregon Reader. ‘ 

Many premillennial writers do hold that sacrifices 
will be offered in the new temple at Jerusalem in the 
Millennial Age. Some premillennialists explain the 
whole section in Ezekiel 40-48 conditionally, basing 
this idea on Ezekiel 43: 7-11, and say that the repent- 
ance of Israel would have opened the way for sacri- 
fices, but as Israel did not repent the early prediction 
does not enter into fulfillment. 

Others are not satisfied with this explanation. The 
best that we can do now with our present light is to 
accept the prophecy and wait for the understanding 
of it later. Of course, such sacrifices will not be to 
take away sin. The idea of Dr. James M. Gray and 
of many others that these sacrifices will be commem- 
orative may be correct, and seems about as far as we 
can go with our present knowledge. - 

_There_ will certainly be a new temple built by the 
Zionist Jews, with offerings therein, as we see from 
Daniel 9:28 (note also Isaiah 66:1-6). The latter 
passage reveals God’s attitude toward the sacrifices 
under the Antichrist. 
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declaration, “This is my beloved son in whom I am 
well pleased.” : 

“Why are there so few who enter this path which 
leads irom the cross to glory! Oh, if they only 
knew!” 

M. Peyron remarks on the clever tactics of the 
father of lies who impoverishes the present to enrich 
the past and the future. Renunciation, loss of goods, 
reproach, persecution, separation from the world — 
these things marked early Christianity and were suited 
to the time. Thank God, we live in better days, when 
the blood of martyrs is no longer needed to -water 
the Kingdom’s seed. And as to purification from all 
sin, the life of liberty, holiness, divine love, spiritual 
power,—these are the glorious prerogatives of the 
redeemed, the realization of which wait on the next 
life. That is Satan’s reasoning. 

Not so did this soldier of Christ read his New Tes- 
tament. Both the cross and the transcendent joy which 
follows are to be actual experiences of our earthly 
life. Those who have these experiences, he shrewdly 
observes in passing, are liberated from the doubts and 
doctrinal insanitiés which mark the Christianity of our 
time. The Salvation Army was not then troubled 
with the heresies and vagaries which had so paralyzing 
an effect elsewhere. 

These experiehces constitute evidence which can- 
not be questioned. All the details of belief sink into 
the background as secondary things and give no fur- 
ther trouble to the mind. 

“As I learned better Christ and the power of his 
resurrection, I found that what I had been promised 
was not half what I received from the divine con- 
tact. I beg those who read these lines to understand 
that this testimony does not come from a young en- 
thusiast whose imagination has been fired by the read- 
ing of some , or by the story of another’s experi- 
ence. It comes from one of ripe age who has been at 
grips with realities during a long life, possessing some 
knowledge of men and the ideas of his time . . . Ah 


well, I can say that the person of Christ has grown 
daily before my gaze, that his tenderness, his patience 
have made themselves felt to me ever more and more; 
that the reality of God’s love and the communion of 
Bhe Spirit have come to me with evidence which is 
simply wrefragible.” 





The reason why premillennialists interpret Ezekiel as 
predicting sacrifices in the millennium is because of 


their taking the Scriptures literally. Postmillennial- 
ists are very free to spiritualize the Scriptures, and 
hence do not see any real temple or sacrifices in 
Ezekiel.- Premillennialist teachers are willing to take 
God’s Word at its face value and wait his time for 
the understanding of it. That there will be a future 
temple in the millennium is clear from Ezekiel 43: 
1-7, where we see the glory of the God of Israel re- 
turning and entering the temple, all which cannot be 
during the reign of the Antichrist. Sak} 


<x 
On What Rock is the Church Built? 


I wish to get your best exposition. of Matthew 16 : 18: 
“And-I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shail not prevail against it.” I am doing some 
special work for the men of my pastorate (two churches) 
here and we want to make very sure of our work.—A 
Georgia Pastor. 


Our Lord had just asked the disciples whom they 
believed him to be. Peter answered, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” Our Lord’s re- 
ply was remarkable: “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” And then 
the Lord went on to say, “Thou art Peter,” and the 
Greek shows that he used the word petros, meaning 
literally “a little rock,” and then he a now using 
another word for rock, Petra, “Upon this rock I will 
build my church.” ° 

We must always interpret Scripture by Scripture, 
and we find, concerning that upon which the church 
is built, the inspired declaration that “other founda- 
tion can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). As the Scofield Reference 
Bible — out, the Lord Jesus “does not promise to 
build his church upon Peter, but upon Himself, as 
Peter himself is careful to tell us (1 Pet. 2: 4-9).” 
-This passage in 1 Peter is the great “chief corner- 
stone” passage; it tells us that we come to the Lord 
Jesus Christ “as unto a living stone,” and continues, 
“Behold, I lay in Sion a chief cornerstone, elect, pre- 
cious: and he -that believeth on him shall not be con- 
founded.” 

Christ, and Christ only, is the Rock of Ages. The 
church is built upon him alone, and consists of all 
who make from the heart the confession made by 
Simon Peten 
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Lesson for August 24 
John 3: 1-17 
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A Chinese Christian Visits General Feng 


And learns the — of the strength and influence of 


By the Rev. Marcus Cheng 
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HE writer, as well as many others, has read 
and heard so much about the Christian General 
and his Christian Army, that he has wondered 
just how much Christianity is in him and his men. 
There is also much spoken and written both for 


him and against. We have heard that sometimes. 


more than a thousand,’ more than two thousand, or 
more than three thousand men have been baptized 
at one time, and we wonder just what kind of Chris- 
tians they really are. I have just had the privilege 
of being in the Camp and seeing with my own eyes 
and hearing with my own ears. I was in,camp for 
ten days, and for six days lived with the General in 
his own room with only a.curtain between. I also 
ate at the same table with him and had quite a few 
heart-to-heart talks with him.. During the ten days 
_I preached to the officers of higher. rank twice every 
day. In the leisure hours I went to see the Lieuten- 
ants, Colonels, Captains, Sergeants, Corporals, Chief 
of Staff, Secretaries, and private soldiers, 1ffaking 
investigation the results of which I am going to 
‘write down for those who are interested in the mis- 
sion of China and who pray especially for the General 
and his Army. 

If you were to live in the camp as I did for ten 
days you would hear singing at least four times a 
day regularly. Try to imagine the thrill of hearing 
thousands of soldiers singing hymns every morning 
at half-past six when they have morning prayer. Bless- 
ing is asked at every meal, and at half-past nine in 
the evening they sing and have prayer. Every soldier 
is required to learn a few hymns and at least two 
prayers. What do you see in the camp? Almost 
every hour, from early morning until late in the 
evening, is occupied in drilling, working, studying, sing- 
ing, and praying. Nowhere do you see people working 
harder or more diligently. In the camp everything 
is neat and clean and in order. Every one who visits 
it is surprised to see the happy, shining faces of the 
soldiers. ‘ 
A Camp Where Vice Is Intolerable 

Some things you do not see. Among more than 
thirty thousand soldiers none smoke, drink, or gamble. 
One day I asked the General, “Is it true that none of 
your soldiers smoke, drink, or ble?” “Yes,” he 
said, “absolutely true. — is forbidden by law, 
but cigarettes, drink, and playing cards are not forbid- 
den by law. ‘The good example of the officers has 
made the atmosphere such that none will do these 
things.” The General has just engaged a scholar to 
lecture to his officers. That man wanted as a condi- 
tion that he be allowed to smoke. Exception was 
made for him, but in a few weeks the lecturer gave up 
smoking himself. * R 

The General explained to me one of the chief rea- 
sons why he has made so many enemies. Officers and 
secretaries are recommended to him to serve in his 
camp. They gamble and drink, but after some time 
they either resign or are dismissed. Of course they 
do not tell the truth as to why they résign or are dis- 
missed; they say it is because they would not join 
him in “singing Jesus.” The General does not pro- 
mote a man merely because he is a Christian. For 
example, two of his bodyguards were chosen from 
among the soldiers, but they are not baptized Chris- 
tians. I asked each one of them why they are not 
baptized. . 

They said, “I believe in Jesus, only my faith does 

~not depend on baptism.” 

“Did you pray this morning?” I asked. ; 

“Yes, I pray every day,” was the answer. This 
will show that the soldiers and officers are not forced 
to become Christians and be baptized. | Bie 

The Christian General is much criticized and ridi- 
culed by a great many Chinese and foreigners, — for- 
eigners who cast their Christianity in the ocean 
when they came over to China. They. are hypocrites 
themselves and just such always condemn others as 
hypocrites. Is it not sad and pitiful to hear pro- 
fessing Christians, even missionaries, or rather ex- 
missionaries, ridicule the General’s Christianity? 

Every soldier is required to learn to read and write. 
Most of them do not know any characters before they 
join General Feng’s army. Every means is used to 
ericourage them to learn to read and write. Even at 
their meals two or three new words are written in 
large characters on a blackboard, so that they may 
learn a few new words each day. In this way they are 
enabled to write letters to their homes. In one of the 
meetings while I was preaching to about six hundred 
men, I asked those who had father or mother living to 
hold up their hands. Many held up their hands. Then 
I asked how many of them had written home within 
one month. Almost as many. held up their hands. 
Then I asked those who had Christians in their homes 
to hold up their hands. Only about fifty out of that 
number held up their hands. Then I asked what they 
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At a recent Victorious Life Conference, Dr. Jona- 
than Goforth, who has been so mightily used in 
bringing the Gospel to General Feng’s army, and 
who is now on furlough, told of the terrible rav- 
ages of the heathen bandits in many parts of 
China. Whole towns and villages have been de- 
stroyed and the inhabitants slain for sheer lust of 
plunder and murder. Once, while journeying 
along a road with General Feng in his car, he 
came to the outskirts of a village where, on the 
side of the road, lay the bodies of forty-eight boys 
and girls which the bandits had murdered with 
fiendish cruelty. Turning to Dr. Goforth, General 
Feng said, ‘‘ But for God’s grace I probably would 
be to-day the greatest bandit in China.” 





should do when so many of their folks at home did not 
know God. 

“Write home and tell them,” shouted the whole audi- 
ence. 

In connection with their military work they have 
also industrial work. The soldiers do all the farm 
work, weaving, knitting, carpentry, make soap, wicker 
furniture, their own shoes, their own clothes, in fact, 
almost every line of work is taught. .This enables 
them to make a living if they should leave the army, 
and makes the expenses of the camp much less; but 
best of all it puts the idea of work into the minds 
of the people. In factories and in the other buildings 
you see mottoes such as, “If you do not work you 
should not eat,” “China’s salvation depends on every- 
body working.” “Only those who work hard really 
love their country.” “Soldiery is not a profession, you 
must learn a trade.” “Can you be a soldier in your 
old age?” 

The soldiers are not paid regularly, they are now 
twelve months in arrears, I heard one of the officers say 
that from the point of view of government pay they are 
about thirty months in arrears. General Feng himself 

borrowed, in his own name, more than a million 
dollars, besides putting his own money in to keep things 
going and his army fit. I-did not consult the General 
about this, so I dare not certify to its accuracy. The 
soldiers live in a very simple manner and by the se- 
verest economy. They wash their own clothes and 
do their own barbering; in fact, they do everything 
they can themselves. General Feng himself is an ex- 
ample in this respect as in many others. He has one 
of the soldiers cut his hair, and he in turn cuts the 
soldier’s hair. The General has only two meals a day. 
I ate with him several times. One day the General 
was not home and I ate by myself. I asked the sol- 
dier who waited on the General if he lived on this 
simple food every day. 

“Yes, but much simpler,” he said, “it is because 
you are here as a guest, that the meals are more elab- 
orate. Usually he only gets one-fourth of what you 


are having now.” Another time I saw the General eat-’ 


ing some yellow thing which I thought was cake, 
while he gave me bread. Afterwards I found out that 
it was not cake, but the coarsest kind of corn bread 
which only the poorest people eat. The General has 
this kind of bread at least one meal.each day. So 
you see the spirt of self-sacrifice and “bitterness eat- 
ing” everywhere. You can not help but notice also 
the simple way the officers and their wives and chil- 
dren dress, and how they live in very simple houses. 
Only those who have seen how the soldiers of other 
armies live, and how they squander their money and 
live luxuriously, can appreciate the difference in Gen- 
eral Feng’s army. 


“Greater Love Hath No Man’’ 


Last winter one of the soldiers was reported as 
having a serious case of pernicigus anaemia. The only 
thing that would save his life was a transfusion of 
blood. Now in China especially. it is almost impossible 
to get any one to give blood, because the people are 
so afraid of losing blood. The doctor from the Peking 
Union Medical College Hospital telephoned the Gen- 
eral and told him of the case, and the General imme- 
diately offered his own blood. Over a hundred officers 
and ‘soldiers offered to give their blood when it be- 
came known, but the doctors made only a few tests. 
Out. of the tests that were taken two of the officers 
possessed blood suited_to the patient and these two had 
a hard time deciding who should be the one to give 
the transfusion. Officer H’eao I Chen gave his blood. 
The doctors at the Union Hospital were glad to find 
that they could get a transfusion of blood from the 
General’s men, because heretofore they had had ex- 
treme difficulty in getting blood anywhere, and it 
would be the means of saving many lives. The doc- 
tors asked the General if his soldiers were willing 
to give their blood to common people, and the General 
said, “Yes, to any one who needed it.” 





I asked an officer one day, “What is the reason 
you have such good discipline and order and fine 
Christian spirit in the camp? I think this army has 
as much right, to be called a Christian Army as any 
school, or hospital, or even nation. What is the se- 
cret?” The officer answered me saying, “Half because 
of Christ, and half because of the General.” The 
secret of the General’s success as a General is be- 
cause of the change that the Lord Jesus Christ has 
made in his life. Let us listen to what the General 
himself says is the secret of his army. The follow- 
ing is part of an address given by the General to 
his officers: 

“We officers and soldiers, by the special love of 
God and mercy of our Saviour, in the midst of a sin- 
ful and wicked society are living in this Christian en- 
vironment. It has been some years since we have been led 
from wickedness into the right way, from the wicked 
devil to Christ. This is God’s special gift. We should 
thank Him for time and for eternity, and pray that 
he will give us grace and bless us to the end of time. 
We officers have been promoted by the grace of Jesus 
Christ to be Christians. What a great honor this is! 
What great fortune this is! I wish that every one 
of us in our lives and work would show forth the 
fruits of repentance, and be worthy of our calling. 
Besides the ordinary duties of officers, we should shoul- 
der the responsibility of preaching the Gospel. So we 
should be both pastors and officers to our men. Those 
who have been baptized need our special care and guid- 
ance to nurture and strengthen them in the Faith, so 
that they may become good and real Christians. This 
will increase the strength of our army and make it a 
great blessing to our country. To save men is also to 
save the country. We are saved to save others. We 
are strengthened to strengthen others. This is the 
duty of art officer.” 


How the General Was Led to Christ 


Now we turn to the General himself. One day 
I was in his room reading one of the books he wrote 
especially for his soldiers. He came in and saw me 
with the book in my hand. “Do you know how I 
wrote that book?” he asked me, 

“No,” I said. Then he told me the following: 

“About twelve yeafs ago, in making arrangements 
to send two of my nephews to a mission school, I 
had to see a man, by name, Pastor Liu Fang. That 
pastor had a rule that any one who visited him should 
leave his name and address. In this way he could 
go to the homes and give a special invitation to at- 
tend his church, and thus give him the opportunity of 
asking people to become Christians. I went to his 
church and heard him preach twice. My heart became 
warm. Then Dr. John R. Mott came to China, and 
the pastor came and asked me to go and hear him speak. 
My' heart became warmer. Then I joined a Bible 
class. The more I studied the Bible the more warm 
my heart became. I was then captain in the army. 
My general called me in and said, ‘I have heard that 
you preach Jesus in my camp.’ I was a little afraid, 
so I said, ‘No, I am not preaching Jesus in the camp, 
I only go to the church to hear Jesus.’ After some 
time I was baptized by the same pastor, and then I 
got my courage. The general called me in again and 
said, ‘I have heard you have believed Jesus.’ ‘Yes, 
sir, I have accepted Jésus and will ask you, General, to 
believe in him also.’ ‘No, never,’ said he, ‘I forbid 
you to preacH Jesus in my a What was'I to 
do? I must obey orders, but must preach also. 
Therefore I wrote down my speeches. Younotice that 
I have used the words and expressions of the Chinese 
classics, and have illustrated by using Chinese stories, 
but the principle, the spirit, and the doctrine, is Chris- 
tianity. Afterwards I published my speeches in book 
form.” 

One of the fine characteristics of General Feng as a 
Christian is his courage to confess Jesus Christ to 
any one, from a soldier to the President. Just re- 
cently he gave a Bible to the President and asked him 
to read it. The President said, “God has helped me.” 
“Yes,” said the General, “if God had not helped you, 
you would not be here.” 

In the reception room at the camp where many 
higher officers and officials sit waiting for an inter- 
view with the General, there hang on the four walls 
Gospel messages, quotations from the Bible. They fill 
practically every space of the walls in the room, with 
such texts as, “The times of ignorance therefore God 
overlooked; but now commandeth men that they should 
all everywhere repent: in as much as he hath ap- 
pointed a day in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead.” “All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and Jehovah hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.” “For all have sinned and fall short of 
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the glory of God.” “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eternal life.” Some- 
times people have to wait a long time and must of 
necessity read these texts over and over again, be- 
cause there is practically nothing else in the room but 
these Scripture texts. All these texts must have a 
great influence on his own men and visitors alike. 
He is a man who believes in mottoes, and everywhere 
you go in the camp you see mottoes, taken either from 
the Bible or from the Chinese classics. 

In his office on the desk General Feng always has 
some Christian books and pamphlets ready to give 
away to those who come to see him. To my surprise 
I found he had on his desk some fifty copies of a little 
book of mine entitled “My Journey Through Europe 
and America,” . This little book was really my intro- 
duction to him. We had never met before, but through 
reading one of my books he said he had been much 
blessed and received me very kindly. He had given 
to every officer a copy of my book, and even one to 
the President. I take courage to mention this, just 
to show what a humble Christian he is. Every one 
who knows him is struck by his simple, humble, and 
Christ-like spirit. This is all the more remarkable 
when one remembers that he is a military man, with 
more than thirty thousand soldiers under him. In 
this connection I: might also say that to my surprise I 
found that his officers and soldiers love reading. You 
will find on their shelves, not only a Bible, but also 
devotional works, such as expositions of some of the 
Books of the Bible, and the Chinese classics. I have 
not seen amy novels or fiction of any kind. They be- 
lieve in reading good books. It is not an uncommon 
_ sight to see a soldier with a Testament in one of his 
pockets and some good book in the other. 

The General himself is also an example in this re- 
spect. He told me himself what his schedule for every 
day is. Rise at six; six to seven, morning devotions ; 
seven to eight,, rides horseback; eight to nine, studies 
English. . Breakfast at nine. Ten to four, open to 
interviews.. Four to five, studies Chinese Classics,— 
he is studying “The Book of Changes” now. For 
more than ten years he has practised writing Chinese 
characters every day. He said to me one day while 
‘he was writing scrolls, “Mr. Cheng, perhaps you do 
not know that I never studied before I joined the 
army.” The last hour of the day is also spent in de- 
votion, He is reading now every day, “Daily Light 
on the Daily Path,” in Chinese. .I really do not know 
any one whose time is more occupied than General 
Feng’s, almost every minute of the day is taken up. 
He expects the same of his men and believes that the 
way to keep away from temptation and sin is to be 


busy. You would imagine that he looks very busy, ~ 


but no, -he is so quiet and calm and does not give 
you the impression that .he ewants you to leave as 
soen as possible. One captain told me the following, 
“Our General was very hot tempered before he be- 
came a Christian; now he is calm because he spends 
much time in prayer. He always tells us to spend 
much time in prayer. That is the way to study to be 
quiet, it saves one from making many mistakes.” 

The General knows quite a little English, but he does 
not speak much. One morning at breakfast I showed 
him an English poem. He could read it and understand 
it, except for two or three words. He-said he would 
ike to have some one always with him who could 
speak English, so he could practise speaking it. Nine 
days later he was married to a lady who can speak 
good English. 

The General’s first wife had died of pneumonia and 
left five small children. It was urged from all sides 
that he should marry again. When I congratulated 
him on his engagement I asked him about his fiancée, 
and he smiled and said, “I like her in the first place 
because she is poor.” Then he ‘explained how he dis- 
liked an aristocracy and that he wished to marry just 
a good, simple, Christian girl. He also wanted one 
who could do Christian work among the wives and 
daughters of his officers. This lady is a graduate of 
Yenching University, and has also studied in the The- 
ological Seminary. She has been a teacher in a 
Christian Girls’ School, and assistant Pastor of a 
large church, also lately has been secretary of the 
Y. W. C. A. -Those who have known her from ehild- 
hood say she is a very earnest Christian worker. We 
are glad for the General that he has gotten such a 
helpmeet in his home. He said to me one day, “The 
Chinese have no happy homes, and therefore the men 
go out to theaters and other places to seek happiness.” 

I answered, “It is because the women are not edu- 
cated.” 

“Yes,” he said, “but we men need the education, too.” 

The General has with his own money established 
a school for the wives and daughters of his officers, 
so they. may learn to read and write, and get general 
knowledge. Best of all they are taught there to know 
the true God and his Son Jesus Christ. It is a Chris- 
tian school. He has also a boys’ school for the sons 
and brothers of his officers. He certainly loves his 
men and seeks for their best. 

In the camp visitors will notice a large white mar- 
ble monument. It was originally made and presented 
to the General by his officers to the honor of the Gen- 
eral’s father, to be put on his grave. When the Gen- 
eral saw it he had it removed to the camp, and made 
an inscription to the memory of his soldiers who 
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have died in battle. Hg said, “My father’s grave is 
my private affair, but those who have died for their 
country should receive this honor.” This is very much 
like the General.- No wonder his men just love him. 
To use the expression of one captain, “We are a fam- 
ily of soldiers.” Surely there is no ‘other general in 
China who has thirty thousand men who can be trusted 
and who love their general as do General Feng’s 
men. In this sense he is the most powerful man in 
China. I believe he is using his power for good. Let 
us pray that God will use him more and more to the 
oe of China and for the glory of the Name of 
irist. 

One day while in his room I picked up his Bible and 
was much struck with the way:in which he had it 
marked. As a Christian is, so is his Bible. It is a 
good, large-typed Bible, well worn, showing signs 
of much use. He had made many notes, especially 
on the Four Gospels. These are a few: 

On the first few verses in Mark he has the following 
questions: ‘What relation have I with the Son of 
God?” “Has the Gospel of Christ begun in me?” 
“Am I willing to tell others the Gospel I have heard?” 
“Is my heart as quiet as a desert, so that I can hear 
the voice of God?” “Am.I willing to be quiet some 
time. every day?” “Has John the Baptist come to 
me?” “Do I know the joy of conversion?” “Do I 
know the forgiveness of my sins?” “Am I born 
again?” “Have I the new spiritual power?” (It is 
very important and necessary to be born again.) “How 
humble! Oh, how earnest! Christ is the foundation 
of Christianity. We must make that clear.” 

Then on the passage where Christ cured the demon 
possessed, he has this note: “The Lord can drive out 
the devil of others, but we must let him first drive 
out our own,” 


Mark 6: 45-52, “Thou Holy! Thou Divine! My 


Lord, my Lord!” 
Mark 9:29, “You must pray.” 
Gus 8: 27-38, “You must savour of the things of 
Oo “gg 
Mark 9:45, “Are you willing to give your life for 
others? Do you minister to others? This is the 
weak point of China.” 
Mark 13: 35, “Watch and pray.” 
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Mark 14:27, “Am I as brave and decisive? Feng, 
you are not like this!” . 

After. seeing his Bible and reading his notes I know 
the secret of his success both as a Christian and as a 
General. And I know more fully what Christianity 
really means to him. : 

I was talking with one of the captains about the 
sad ‘condition of China at the present time. Taking 
up a Bible in his hand he’said, “There is a salvation 
for China, China’s salvation is in this Book. If you 
had to be cursed for two days in order to preach one 
hour, it is worth while. Never be. discouraged, if 
once, twice, or many times they will not accept your 
message, there is still hope, Of course men who are 
living in vice and sin, drinking, and gambling, do not 
like this Book, but they will be impressed and per- 
haps won to~ Christ by your .perseverance. Chinese 
soldiers are good, only the officers are bad. We are 
not without hope. China’s salvation depends on this 
Book.” This is the best sermon I have heard for a 
long time preached by this captain to me, the only man 
in the audience. i 
really put “me to shame. 

What is the explanation or the secret of all that 
I have seen and heard and have now written down? 
I said to the General when I first met him, and later 
to the other officers and soldiers, that I wished -to 
convey to him the many greetings I had received both 
in Europe and in America and also in China, from the 
many,gmany Christians who have beén praying and 
are still praying for him and his men. I told him that 
we were asking God to keep him steadfast on the Rock, 
Christ Jesus. If he and his soldiers fall the whole 
Church of China suffers, and the name of God will 
be dishonored in a measure beyond our imagination. 
The General replied, “I know that many are praying 
for me, I can feel the power of their prayers. Some- 
times when I feel weak then I suddenly become strong, 
and I know that it is because God is answering prayer.” 

I shall close this article with Paul’s words, “Where- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour [prayer included] is not 
in vain in the Lord.” i 
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Editor’s Note.—“Daily Light” is a little book of 
morning and evening daily Scripture readings, —— 
ing together from many parts of the entire Bible 
precious words of God bearing upon the key verse at 
the head of each page. It has been used by uncounted 
multitudes of people for more than a generation past, 
with blessings that only eternity can reveal. 

In The Sunday School Times of October 6, 1923, 
the story of Daily Light was told, with a letter from 
the Bible Publishing House of Samuel Bagster ard 
Sons, of London, publishers of the work, telling how, 
many years ago, the compiling of these Scripture se- 
lections was made. It has been translated into twenty- 
three or more languages and dialects the world around. 

A Christian woman who is one of the valued con- 
tributors to The Sunday School Times, seeing that 
article, wrote out of the fulness of her heart some 
of the many cases of blessing known to her from this 
marvelous little book, and a portion of what she wrote 
is here shared with readers of the Times. The book 
itself is published, in various bindings and sizes, by 
Samuel Bagster and Sons, Ltd., 15 Paternoster Row, 
London, Eng., and -in America by James Pott and 
ya i be 214 East Twenty-third Street, New York 

ity. 





HE Rev. A. J. Bowen, representative of the 

South Africa General Mission, once told me that 

from the day of their marriage about thirty 
years ago he and his wife have never missed reading 
Daily Light every morning, whether together or sep- 
arated sometimes by the ocean. He says it saved his 
wife’s life on one occasion in — of Africa, 
when she was dangerously ill. e planned to re- 
trace his steps to a station where he believed there 
was a doctor, but Daily Light” gave a definite mes- 
sage that critical morning, saying: 

“Ye shall no more return by the way that ye came 
. . » speak unto the people that they go forward”; 
taking this as God’s guiding (for he had frequently 
proved the value of Daily Light’s messages) he took 
her ferward to a strange place, where she recovered; he 
later learned that if he had returned as he had planned, 
he would have found no doctor there, as the only one 
had left unexpectedly. He says he could fill a volume 
with similar instances of what Daily Light has been 
to them. 

Principal O’Meara of Wycliffe College, Toronto, 
has often said to me that he hopes to compile a book- 
let some day of really extraordinary ways in which 
it seems exactly to fit the need. .- 

My own old copy of Daily Light is dotted with notes, 





| ~ How “Daily Light* Has Blessed Lives 


By one who has proved it 
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and is a real spiritual diary! In 1903 a godly lady’s 
maid gave my mother a copy, and after that we used 
it with hardly a day’s intermission for family prayers, 
except when both of us were ill at once, and then I 
nearly always have kept my copy under my pillow! 
Seven or eight times we have sent in orders for three 
and four dozen copies, and uncounted times have 
ordered smaller numbers as dozens or half dozens, 
for gifts. And how richly we have been repaid! It 
drew together a husband and wife who seemed sep- 
arated and on the point of divorce for years, and they 
still read it daily together, and often she thanks me 
with tears in her eyes for the blessings that have 
come to them. 

Some two and a half years before our marriage I 
gave my husband a copy at Christmas, and he used it 
continually, carrying it with him nearly everywhere, 
till our marriage, and now-we share one copy! 

In 1916 a letter came acing. me to take up certain 
editorial duties. I looked at Daily Light to see what 
it would say and the head verse was “Write the things 
which thou hast seen .. .” (Evening, Jan. 16.) 

In 1919 on account of a prominent part I took in a 
certain Christian work, I incurred the enmity of some 
people, who wrote me an anonymous letter more hor- 
rible than anything I had ever dreamed of! It was 
simply torture, and falling upon my knees, I drew 
Daily Light to me, and that morning’s portion was_so 
wonderful that I felt as if I were on the very door- 
step of heaven! (Morning, Jan. 26.) 

In 1917 I suffered with severe nervous attacks, and 
intense realization of the hatred of the powers of 
darkness. In the daytime I was always too busy to be 
conscious of them, but every night I suffered terribly 
from the sense of their presence. One night, being 
exceedingly tired, I omitted the reading of: Daily 
Light before praying and went to bed; but there was 
no sl for me, and at last I rose, trembling, feeling 
the end was at hand for either brain or body,— one 
must give way. But I took up Daily Light and it 
just seemed as if God had particularly dictated that 
special portion for me that night. Read February 3, 
evening, and you will see how wonderful it was! 

Then on February 9, 1914, a poor old friend died, 
and if you read the evening portion (he passed away 
about 8.30 P. M.) you will see what comfort it brought 
to his widow, who loves Daily Light as her own soul! 

A very sacred page to, me, that I have hesitated to 
mention, is February 14, evening. From my childhood 
I hardly ever received a single valentine, and used to 
feel so bitterly lonely and left out of it all; and every 
year as I knelt in the evening with Daily Light open 
before me, its message from God was so wonderful — 
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Lesson for August 24 
John 3: 1-17 j 


“I am thy part and thine inheritance.” It was just 
as though God had said, “I the Almighty am telling 


thee that thou art mine, my beloved, so rejoice, thou 


art_not forgotten by me this Valentine’s Day!” 

On a May 4, I find record of another serious illness, 
when God spoke to me through Daily Light, saying, 
eae sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 

On the 24th of May one year a member of my Sun- 
day-school sought and received healing from God in a 
wonderful measure, and the evening portion speaks 
twice of his healing mercy. ; 

Another year, when I was absent from home (at the 
China Inland Mission home in Toronto, as candidate 
desiring to take up service in China) I heard that 
my ‘boys’ class had been seriously antagonized and 
disorganized uf the one who was my substitute. In 
great distress I spent nearly the whole night in prayer 
and early on the morning of May 26 opened Dail 
Light, and my eyes fell on the words for that day, “ 
will seek that which was lost, and bring again that 
which was driven away...”  . 2 

Passing over many other items of equal or deeper 
interest to my own heart, I come to August 8, where 
the words are underlined, “The perfect day .. . that 
which is perfect is come. ... Like Him, for we shall 
see Him .. .” and a brief note below tells of the death 
of a friend by a shell at Vimy. The evening portion 
contains the words, which he probably read, for he 
too carried Daily Light all through three years of war, 

“Verily I say unto thee, To-day thou shalt be with 
me in paradise.” 

Another friend who also carried Daily Light and 
read it under shot and shell morning and evening, while 
his mother and sister at home. here did likewise (we 
had the joy of having given them their copies) was 
killed, and the news came flashing home. His sister 
heard it first, at the office where she worked, and stum- 
bled back to the mother with the awful news; the two 
were nearly distracted, and it seemed for a while as 
if. the mother’s reason was giving way, when Norah 
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picked up Daily Light, open for that evening. If you 
read the evening portion of September 16 you will 
realize how they firmly believe it to be a direct mes- 
sage from God to them for that particular hour of 
their bitterest grief. : 5; s 

December 27, 1921, was the last morning on which 
my mother and I had family prayers together. For 
over a week I had been conscious that I was fighting 
a losing fight against some heavy sickness, and the 
whole passage seemed to me especially wonderful for 
one so utterly weary in heart and soul and body as 
I was. But mother was not feeling well either; and 
she felt it was meant for her. She was physically in 
great weakness, “we that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened.” And she was also troubled 
about some unscrupulous business men, and to my heart 
came the words for her, — “there the wicked cease 
from troubling,” but the rest of the verse I felt met 
my special need. All morning Daily Light kept in 
my heart, and when at noon I gave way to pneumoygia 
that kept me for weeks- very close to the gates of 
glory, I told my little adopted sister from Burma that 
Daily Light had given us a true prophecy, saying — 

“I don’t know whether it means a long illness, or 
heaven, but I know that Christ is going to give me 
a long, wonderful rest, for we read, ‘There the weary 
be at rest,” Within an hour I was delirious, and this 
alternated with unconsciousness or visions of Christ 
and heaven, till January 6, when I came back to this 
world, to be told that my mother was dying, and might 
pass away any time. If you turn to the morning of 
December 27 you will realize how startlingly its pre- 
dictions were fulfilled. On January 7 she passed away, 
without having inquired for me once during her whole 
illness, although she talked of many other matters and 
ordered the household and business affairs till almost 
the last day. So I was left utterly alone in the world. 
But that evening Daily Light reminded me that though 
a mother forgets her child, yet God will not forsake 
me. These are only a very few of the reasons why 
we cherish Daily Light as unspeakably precious. 








and dared to trust him 








After I Surrendered 


What happened when a man stopped robbing God, | 


By a Layman 
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OF night in September of 1915 I was very sud- 
denly awakened from my slumbers by a dream. 
It was so vivid before me that I could not sleep, and 
for several days afterward it was uppermost in my 
mind constantly. I dreamed that God spoke to me and 
said, “Take up thy cross and follow me and I will 
greatly bless thee” (Job 33: 14-17). I could not get 
that thought off my mind until one night, when I was 
alone with God, I got on my knees and told him that 
with his help I would do it if he would just forgive 
me my many sins, and I would do my best the rest 
of my life to do his will. I felt a sweet peace from 
that time on, and God began then to bless me in many 
and new ways. 

About this tinfe my wife suggested that we tithe 
(Mal. 3:8-12), and so we stopped robbing God of 
the money we owed him, and at the same time we be- 
gan to prosper. Our income may have been greater at 
times, but it never seemed to go as far. f 

When we began to prosper I saw how plainly God 
was blessing us, in beth spiritual and temporal things, 
as he has said he would, and my faith began to in- 
crease, and I began to pray as I had never prayed 
before. I was most positive that God would do just 
what he promises to do Among his many promises 
is one that seems most dear to me. It is found in 
Psalm 55:22, “Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and 
he shall sustain thee; he shall never suffer the right- 
eous to be moved.” ‘Then again in Proverbs 3:6, God 
says that if we acknowledge him in all our ways he 
will direct our paths. I cast my burdens on him and 
ceased to worry over our affairs, and I began to ac- 
knowledge him as the giver of every good and per- 
fect gift (Jas. 1:17), and oh, his blessings have been 
most wonderful to me! ’ 

I recall the first financial cramp (which had been a 
chronic affair with me) that occurred after my com- 
plete surrender. I had promised a creditor that on the 
first day of December I would pay him $84.50. On 
the last day of November I found that I had only half 
that amount of cash on hand. The visible prospect I 
had of collecting the amount that day was very slim. 
I was “up against it.” Then I thought of Psalm 55: 
22, and I put it up to the Lord to help me out. I 
told him of one fellow who had been owing me forty 
dollars for a couple of. months, and asked him to get 
this man in my office with a check that day for 
the full amount; and I told the Lord that there were 
several others who qught to “pay up,” and asked the 
Lord to prod them a little and get them to cash in. 
Well, the first thing after luncheon that day the fel- 
low who owed me the forty dollars came in and gave 
me a check in full, and several others came in, and 
before I left my place of business I had collected over 
seventy dollars! I did not .ask any debtor for the 
money, either. I asked God. He heard me and sus- 
tained me. 


On the twentieth of this same month my taxes came 
due, and I was about thirty dollars short of the amount 
of cash I needed, and again I called upon the Lord 
and told him of a certain man who had owed me thirty- 
six dollars for some little time and who had made sev- 
eral promises to pay and had broken all of them, and 
that I would be thankful to Him if He, the Lord, 
would get this. fellow to bring to me a check in full 
as soon.as possible. After that I gave the matter no 
more worry. About nine or ten o'clock the next 
morning who should walk into my office but this same 
man with a check in full for the thirty-six dollars! 

On another occasion I had a financial obligation to 
meet, and needed about twenty-five dollars more than 
I had. I had no visible prospect of procuring the 
needed money, so that night I asked God to send it to 
me the next day from some source. I told him that 
I had lots of outstanding accounts that were long past 
due, and that while I was unable to make them pay up, 
I knew he could if he would. I just felt that the 
Lord would do it, and he did (Matt. 21:22). The 
next day collections came into my office until they 
amounted to twenty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

One time I had been sick for about three weeks and 
out of the office most of that time; the first of the 
month was at hand; there were monthly bills to pay 
and only a small bank account to meet them. I had 
a good many outstanding accounts owing me, but they 
were slow in coming in, so I again called upon the 
Lord to help me out. I asked him to send collections 
in as fast as bills came in, so that I could meet them. 
Every day I collected a few dollars more than I had 
to pay out. This continued for three days; but on 
the third day I had not collected any cash. I could 
not understand it, because I knew my faith had not 


been lacking that day. I was somewhat disappointed, - 


but I did not lose faith,—I thought God had some 
other way out. Closing my office I started: home, 
having an errand in a grocery store on the way. I had 
my hand on the door of this store, but as I started 
to open it a still voice seemed to tell me to go across 
the street and enter another grocery. This I did. 
While I was making my purchase a man came up to 
me and said: “I have been trying all day to get.up 
and see you and settle up my account with you, but 
I have not had the time.” Then he handed me a 
check that more than amounted to all that I needed. 
I believe that God was trying my faith that day. 

A few months later I had been invited to occupy a 
pulpit for a.certain Sabbath evening. The Friday 
Morning previous I awoke with a severe headache and 
sore throat. The other members of my family had 
all been having severe colds, and it seemed that my 
turn had come. My first thought was this: “How 
can I do my best for the Master, while I am afflicted 
with a cold? Perhaps he does not want me to go 
and is taking this way to prevent it.” Then I thought 
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that if he wanted me to go and do my best for him he 
would cure the cold. This I asked him to do. About 
an hour afterward my headache had all vanished and 
my throat was not in the least sore. I did not have 
any further symptoms of a cold, and I went and talked 
to this congregation, never feeling better in my life, 
One young man was led to Christ, I was afterward 
told, as a result of the message I bore of the Master. 

Another instance of how God keeps his promise 
that “if two of you shall agree on earth as touching 
anything that.they shall ask, it shall be done for them 
of my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 18:19) was 
one morning wheh my wife suggested that I ask the 
Lord to give me more business, as it had been quite 
dull for some little time. At our family altar that 
morning I did so. That was about six weeks ago, 
and from that time on I have had, most of the time, 
all the business I could handle, and part of the time 
more. 

I could mention many other instances showing how 
God answers prayers directly, just as he says he will 
do if we comply with his requests and. commands. 
Study his promises, obey his commands, and take him 
at his word; and he will do for you exactly as he 
promises to do. He will give you greater joy and 
sweeter peace than you have ever realized it is pos- 
sible for mortal man to know. There is no sacrifice 
that you may make for Jesus’ sake but that God will 
give you a greater joy than was all that you sacrificed. 


When Missionary Greek Meets 
Refugee Greek 


“7, IS an ill wind that blows nobody good.” When 
the ten Greek and Armenian students preparing’ 
for Christian service in the School of Religion, located 
in Constantinople; were forced to leave because of 
their nationality it looked as though their life plans 
were seriously frustrated. It was another case, how- 
ever, of man’s extremity being God’s opportunity. 
These students, with two of their professors, found 
an open door in Athens, Greece, where they could.con- 
tinue their studies without molestation. 

When Dr. W. G. Landes, General Secretary of the 
World’s Sunday School Association, visited Athens 
recently while en route to the general conference on 
Religious. Work in Moslem Lands which was held in 
Jerusalem, he met these students and was able to ar- 
range with the Sunday School Committee located in 
Constantinople to send these well equipped young men 


‘into the refugee camps located in and around Athens 


that definite Sunday-school work might be carried on. 
They will give their entire time to this activity during 
June, July, August, and September. Two hundred 
and fifty thousand refugees are located in these camps. 
The Greek Government has erected shacks for day- 
school work, and permission has been given to use 
these buildings for Sunday-school work -too, as well 
as for other forms of Christian educational work. 
Ten camps will receive the service—one leader be- 
ing sent to each camp. Thus in old Athens, where 
Paul preached once on Mars Hill, a mission to the 
Athenians is again started. 
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Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., August 23 to September 1.—Labor Day 
Victorious Life Conference. Board and room for the con- 
ference period, $16 a person for three or more in a room, 
$19 a person for two in a room. Rooms cannot be reserved 
for one person. Registration fee, $3. Address Victorious 
Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, 

Canadian Keswick 

Lake Joseph, Muskoka, Canada, August 3-31.—The first 
Canadian Keswick, under the direction of Rowland V. Bing- 
ham, Chairman, W. H. Adamson, Secretary-Treasurer, and 
Albert Hughes, L. Love, H. W. Stock. 

Speakers: 

August 3-9, the Rev. Graham Scroggie, of Edinburgh. 
August 10-16, the Rev. Gordon Watt, of Scotland. 
August 17-23, the Rev. R. V. Miller, of North Carolina. 
August 24-31, Charles G. Trumbull, of Philadelphia. 

Three good hotels available, with rates from $16 upward a 
week, for room and board. Address Secretary Canadian 
Keswick, 858 College Street, Toronto, Ont. 





Will you pass on the above information to those who 
may be interested in attending or praying for these meet- 
ings? ‘Prayer is especially asked for the following needs: 

1. That there shall be clearly presented the all-suffi- 
ciency of the provision God has made in our Lord Jesus 

Christ for every need of those who believe. 


2. That there shall also be presented the utter and 
continual helplessness and insufficiency of every one apart 
from Christ to live a life pleasing to . 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings. addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Lifé Testimony. It will be 
noted that some of the meetings here listed are Victorious 
Life Conferences, conducted by the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, while other meetings here listed are not in con- 
nection with such conferences, but are addressed by indi- 
vidual speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


. 
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LESSON 8 AUGUST 24. JESUS TALKS WITH NICODEMUS 
International Uniform Lesson.—John 3: I-17 


Golden Text.—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
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should not perish, but have eternal life.—John 3 : 16 
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The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 

Salvation on the “divine” side means REGENERA- 
TI Nicodemus, a teacher from among men, with 
seeming flattery upon his lips, said, “Rabbi, we know 
that thou art a TEACHER come from GOD.” But 
Christ abruptly changed that! No! Not a teacher 
before a greater or even a divine TEACHER; but a 
SINNER in the presence of the SAVIOUR! “Ex- 
cept a man be BORN AGAIN.” Teaching? Nol 
The birth “from above.” 

John 3:1-3, 5, “Except,” said Nicodemus. And 
Christ taking that same word uses it twice. THIS too 
is impossible! “Verily, verily, I say to you, EX- 
CEPT.” Not even “SEE” it (comprehend it), nor 
“enter” it! dais. “wiki 

ohn 3: 5, “Water” is a type of the W phe- 
sii 5 ae “Washing of water by the WORD.” James 
1: 18, “Of his own will BEGAT he us with the WORD 
of truth,” 
Second 


OBSERVE, Christ spoke the truth of the new birth, 
not to an outcast wretch, but to a reputable, religious 
moralist! Not the worst but the best type of man in 
the flesh. But no flesh or “works” avail. 


ohn 3:1, 10, “A man of the PHARISEES, a 
RULER of the Jews, the teacher of Israel” (R. V.). 
fone. 8 6-10, “That which is born of the flesh is 
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Titus 3:5, “NOT by works.” Ephesians 2: 8-10, 
“NOT of works.” Romans 4:4, 5, “To him that 
worketh NOT.” : 

Third 


Salvation on the “human side” is simply and only, 
but really and definitely, an ACT of FAITH. 


John 3:14-18, “Whosoever BELIEVETH on him, 
HATH.” 


Romans 3:22, “Unto all and upon all that BE- 
LIEVE.” 


John 3:36, “He that BELIEVETH on the Son 
hath.” 


Acts 13:38, 39, “By him all that BELIEVE.” 
John 6:47, “He that BELIEVETH on me.” “He,” 
“Me.” 


Fourth 


And the heart center of it all and the OBJECT of 
faith, is the uplifted Christ on the CROSS! 


John 3: 14, 15, “As Moses lifted up the serpent, even 
so MUST the Son of man be LIFTED UP.” What 
does that mean? John 12: 32, 33, “Lifted up” (In 
preaching? No!), “from the earth.” “This he said 
signifying what DEATH he should die.” . 


Numbers 21: 7-9, R. V., “When he LOOKED upon 
the serpent of brass [lifted up upon a pole], he lived. 


1 Corinthians 1:18, 23, 24, “The CROSS”! 
MarsHALt, TEX. 
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The Message of the Lesson 
By W. W. Rugh 


I. The Scripture To Be Read 
Wisi the only begotten Son of God came 


forth from the Father, he came into his 
Father’s house on earth, where he had a right 


to look for the people of God to be occupied with 


the things of God, and therefore ready to receive the - 


Son of God. But he found the house of God filled 
with the things of the world, which were not of 
the Father, and those in his house who were pro- 
fessedly his people he found dead in trespasses and 
Sins. ven Nicodemus, “the teacher” of Israel, was 
not a redeemed man, — because he was not born again 
he did not have eternal life. 

What is Eternal Life? Eternal life is a heart 
knowledge of God which is received by faith in his 
Son Jesus Christ as the revelation of the Father 
(John 17:3; 3:36; 1 John 1:2). Nicodemus did not 
have eternal life because he did not look for and believe 
in the Son of God as revealed in the Scriptures (John 
5:30, 40, Rev. Ver.). Nicodemus was like many who 
know about God only through his Word, but they 
have no personal heart acquaintance with him as in- 
carnate in and revealed through his Son, our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

What is the Condition of Those who Have not Been 
Born Again? (John 3:1-3.) They cannot “see” the 
kingdom of .God, neither can they “enter into” the 
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Devotional ing: Isaiah 11 : 1-9, 
Reference Matera: John 7: 45-52; ye ta 
Primary Topic : Nicodemus 
Lesson Material : John 3: 1-3, 8-16. 
Memory Verse : God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.—John 3; 16. 
Junior Topic: The Visi Nicodemus. 
Lesson Material : John 3: 1-3, 8-17. 
Memory Verse: John 3: 16. 
and Senior Topic: What it Means to Become a 


Topic for Young People and Adults: The New Birth. 











The_ portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-3, 8-17 


1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus, a ruler of, the Jews: 2 the same came unto him by 
night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God; for no one can 4o these signs that 
thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
one be born ‘anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

&2The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the 
voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, 4 


into heaven, but he that descended out of heaven, even 
the Son of man, * who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up; 15 that whosoever * believeth may in 
him have eternal life. . 


16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God sent not the Son 


into the world to judge the world; but that the world 


should be saved through him. 
10Or, from above. See verse 31; 19:11; Jas. 1:17; 
3:15, 17. *%Or, the Spirit breatheth *Many ancient 
authorities omit who is in heaven. *Or, believeth in 
him may have 
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kingdom of God. Unregenerate persons can neither 
know God nor understand his governmental ways, 
neither can they enjoy his loving care as Father, for 
he is Father only of those who have been born of him 
(John 1:12; 8:44). 

How May Eternal Life be Received? (John 3: 4-8). 
The word of the Gospel is the incorruptible seed which, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, begets a new spiritual 
life in the heart of true believers (1 Pet.-1: 23; Matt. 
13:23; Rom, 10:9, 10). This new life is the life of 
the crucified, risen, and glorified Son of God, for his 
person and work is the theme or message of the 
Gospel (1 Cor. 15:3, 4; 1 Thess. 4:14). Our hearts 
are the soil, or ground, which the Hoiy Spirit prepares, 
by convicting of sin, to receive the good seed of the 
Gospel, and if we believe in the Son of God and in 
his death for our offenses, and in his resurrection for 
our justification (Rom. 4:25), we are born from 
above. There springs up within a new spiritual life, 
first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in 
the ear (Mark 4: 26-28). — 

How has Jesus Declared the Father that We may 
Believe the Son as the Revelation of the Father? 
(John 3:9-14.) The word “declared” (John 1: 18) is 
the Greek word from which we derive the word 
“exegesis.” It may therefore be said of the Son of 
God that he is the “Exegesis” of the Father. But how? 
His own words in this lesson give us the answer. His 
incarnation, his vicarious death, and his resurrection 
reveal the absolute holiness and boundless love of the 
Father, and proclaim him the Fountain or Source of 
eternal life (John 3: 13-15; 1 John 1:2; John 5: 
24-26). 

For What Purpose is the Son the “Exegesis,” the 
Explanation of the Father to Us? (John 3: 16, 17.) 
For the purpose of saving the world God has so 
wrought through the gift of his Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life (John 3:16). What a matchless, marvelous work 
of grace, a death to save us from death, and a life 
to give us life! 


Il. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: What it Means to 
Become a Christian. Giving intellectual assent to 
the facts of the Gospel and being baptized does not 
make any one a Christian (Acts 8: 13-24; Mark 16: 16; 
Luke 13: 24-27). Giving assent to a certain creed or 
form of teaching, and joining a church, assembly, or 
society of professed followers of. Christ, does not 
make any one a Christian (Matt. 25: 1-12; 2 Tim. 
3:5). Ontward conformity to the walk and service of 
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Christians does not make any one a Christian (Matt, 
7: 21-23; Rom. 2: 18-21). 

“If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his” (Rom. 8:9). But how can one receive the 
Spirit of Christ? 7 born again, born of the 
Spirit and Word of (John 3:5, 6; 1 Pet. 1:23). 

A Christian is one who has come to God, acknowl- 
edged the poor, sinful, lost state, and by faith has 
received Christ as the Son of God who died for our 
sins, according to the Scriptures, was buried, and the 
third day rose again according to the Scriptures (John 
1:12; Rom. 4:§; 1 Cor. 15: 3, 4). 

Ghristian conduct is not the cause, but the fruit 
which proves that one is a Christiar (2 Tim, 2: 19; 
Matt. 7: 15-20; Gal. 2: 20). One who is truly born of 

who has the Spirit of Christ within, will love 
the Word of God, the things of God, and the people of 
God (Psa. 119: 47, 48, 97, 113, 127, 165, 167; Col. 3:1, 
2; 1 John 3:14, 15). 

2. Young People and Adults: The New Birth. 
Eternal life is not received by a good education, nor 
is it obtained by any kind of ethical culture, neither 
is it the result of any moral development, but it is a 
gift of God given through Jesus Christ our Lord and 
received by faith in him as the Son of God (Rom. 
6:23; John 3:16, 36). All the education, culture, 
refinement, and development of character that can be 
obtained in this world will never impart the light of 
the new life; for in Christ the Son of God alone is 
life, and that life in him is the light of men (John 
8:12; 1:4; 14:6). 

The children of the best Christian parents that ever 
lived must be born again or they cannot see the king- 
dom of God, for that which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and spiritually every child born into the world 
is a child of wrath by nature, having a heart at enmity 
toward God, which is quickly manifest in conduct 
(Eph. 2:1-3; Rom. 10: 10-18, 23; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 
5: 8-10; 2 Cor. 5: 18-21). © 

“If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature 
[“creation,” Rev.. Ver.]:: the old things are 
away; behold, all are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 
This is true of every one who has been born again. 
The Gospel proclaimed in the power of the Spirit 
is the only message that has power to beget a new 
life in dead souls (Rom, 1: 16). 

Christian education is properly the result of regene~ 
ration, never the reverse. A Christian ought to be- 
come as well educated as possible, that the redeemed 
life might be made very useful in behalf of others. 
Ill. The Golden Text 

John 3: 16. . 

The Greatest Thing Revealed to Man — God's love 
(1 John 3:16). 

1. Who Loved? The omniscient, omnipotent, omni- 
present, eternal, unchangeable, holy, and infinite God, 
the Creator and Sustainer of the universe, the only 
living and true God (Isa. 40: 18-31). 

2. What is the Measure of God’s Love? “So.” He 
loved “so” that he gave his only begotten Son; thus 
giving himself (John 1:14; 14:9-11; Col. 2:9), 

3. Whom Did God Love? The world of sinners, 
enemies, living in rebellion against him and his gov- 
ernment (Rom. 5: 1-11; Luke 19: 10). 

4. For What Purpose Did God Love? “That who- 
soever believeth on-him [his Son] should not perish, 
but have eternal life” (John 3: 36; 10: 10; 20:31). 

The Golden Text of this lesson is the Golden Text of 


the whole Bible, for it reveals God, man, and the whole 
plan of redemption. 


IV. Devotional Reading 


Isaiah 11: 1-9. This chapter is a prophecy concern- 
ing the millennial reign of Christ, which will begin 
when he comes again in power and glory. 

1. His Human Title to the Throne of David. A 
branch of the stem of Jesse (v. 1; Isa. 9:6, 7; Luke 
1: 32, 33). 

z. His Divine Anointing as King. The sevenfold 
fullness of the Holy. Spirit, the Spirit of Jehovah, of 
wisdom, of understanding, of counsel, of might, of 
knowledge, and of the fear of Jehovah (v. 2; Isa. 
61:1; John 3:34; Rev. 5:6). 

3. His Righteous and Gracious Rule. “He shall not 
judge after the sight of his eyes,” saving “the poor” 
and “the meek” and slaying the wicked (vs. 3-5; Psa. 
72; Zech. 6:13; Isa. 61:3; Matt. 5:3-10; Psa. 373 
Isa. 16:5). 

4. His Redemption of the Creature (“creation,” Rev. 
Ver.). When Christ and his helpmeet, the Church, 
rule over the earth, the groaning creation will be re- 
deemed from the bondage of corruption under which 
Adam placed it (vs. 5-9; Isa. 35; 55: 8-13; 65: 17-25; 
Rom, 8: 18-23). : 

PHILADELPHIA. 











‘Lesson for August 24 
‘John 3: 1-17 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


HERE was a man of the Pharisees (v. 1). 

There is an untranslated particle at the beginning 
of verse 1 which connects the verse and narrative 
with the preceding chapter. De, now,—“now 
there was a man,”—,follows immediately on, “For 
he knew what was in man.” The writer is going to 
give an illustration of this divine insight into men’s 
hearts and minds. 

It is very significant that Jesus says, “Marvel not 
that I say unto thee, Ye [humeis, plural] must be 
‘born again.” He does not say, “We must be born 
again,” for he did not include himself as needing 
regeneration; nor did he say, “You must be born 
again.” But he says, “Ye,” all men. It is a universal 
‘need which has but one exception. It is impossible to 
believe after Jesus’ words, “That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh,” that he regarded himself as be- 
gotten in the natural manner:of men. This is the 

ore noticeable as in verse 11 he identifies himself 
‘with those of his little following who had ‘been born 
iagain. “We speak that we do know.” There is a 
feeling of profound joy in these first person plurals. 
‘Nicodemus is to know that Christ has his loyal fol- 
lowing, who have been site = the experience that 
is being commended to him. e immediately recalls 
iChrist’s later words, “I thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things 
_ from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 

‘unto babes.” 

; Except a man be born from above (v. 3). Anothen 
means both “from above” and “again.” Thus the 
{veil of the temple was rent, anothen, “from above”: 
every good and perfect gift cometh anothen, “from 
above.” On the other hand, Paul rebukes the Gala- 
tians for desiring “again,” anothen, to be in bondage. 
Our Lord had in mind the birth from above. Nico- 
demus interprets aviothen as deuteron, a second time. 
' New Hampton, N. H. 


‘ 


Getting Started in Class_ 


ig Upenepecegechode came to Christ seeking a teacher 
(v. 2), but Christ Jesus gave him no new theory 
or new theology, no new moral code, no elaborate ar- 
gument on. some deep subject of science. He merely 
‘showed to Nicodemus his need of complete regenera- 
tion. When Nicodemus would argue, Jesus turned his 
thoughts from the technique of salvation to the Sav- 
iour himself. Paul later recognized the same truth 
shown in Christ’s dealing with Nicodemus, when he 
said to the Corinthians, “the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are fool- 
ishness unto him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor, 2:14). How 
are you presenting Christ Jesus to the unsaved about 
you, — as a supreme ideal or a great teacher and char- 
acter-builder, or the true example for daily living? 
He was indeed all of these, “but before all of these he 
was and is the one and only Saviour for lost souls. 
Until the unsaved have met him and accepted him as 
Saviour he has no message for them as teacher or 
example. 
+ 4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


AME the individuals with whom Jesus came into 

personal contact from the beginning of 
istry up to the time of this lesson. How close did he 
get to the real life of each one? What methods did 
he use with each one? 

2. Why is every one not a child of God? When do 
we become _so? 

3. Why did Jesus say ye “must” be born again? 

4. Why does a thief lie when caught? (John 8: 44.) 

5. Why do men love darkness rather than light? 

6. Why is water baptism not regeneration? 

7. What are the three “musts” in this chapter, and 
to what three things do they refer? 

8. Why should men balk at the mystery of_ the 
supernatural regeneration of the. children. of God? 
Name some of the myriads of “mysteries” about us 
constantly and yet wholly believed and accepted. 

9. What other passages in John’s Gospel reveal 
other phases, and other figures, of the same truth 
of the new birth, the new life, the new creature in 
Christ Jesus? 

10, What did Paul have to say on this same point 
of the regenerated life? 

11. Whose words are they from John 3: 16 through 
3:21, Jesus’ own reported by John, or John’s deduc- 
tions from the teachings of Jesus? 

12. Where else does John say that God manifested 
his love toward us in that he sent his only begotten 
Son into the world that we might’live through him? 

13. How does Christ’s chosen incident of the brazen 
serpent strikingly illustrate the Gospel? 


his min-. 
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14. What constitutes “looking to Jesus”? What is 
the best way to look at Christ? 

15. If looking to Olrist heals sin, as looking to the 
serpent lifted in the wilderness, what must be the re- 
sult of a habitual and continuous looking at Jesus? 


_ 16. What do you know about Nicodemus, other than 
is given in the third chapter of John’s Gospel? What 
may lead us to think he was born again, at or after 
this interview? 

17. With the evidence before us, what charge can 
we really sustain against Nicodemus 


18. What may be -said to the everlasting credit of 
Nicodemus ? 


19. What causes joy in heaven? 
20. Have you been born again? 
, te 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Hankerin’ After Grass.”—Except one be born 
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God (v. 3). Ina 
large and _ acquaintance with freethinkers and 
other scoffers I have never known a man in the iron 
and steel business who has ever had any trouble in 
understanding how one can be born again. The pro- 
cess is going om under our eyes every day. “Scrap” 
is some word in the metal trades. “Converting” is as 
big a word in the steel mill as in the Church. Why 
should it be an effort of the intellect to believe there 
can be just as wonderful changes in spiritual things as 
in material things? If medical sciénce makes as much 
progress in the next hundred years as it has in the 
past hundred years that yarn of mine to illustrate the 
result of the new birth may not be so grotesque. What 
is the yarn? A man’s stomach failed him and as he 
went to work in the morning he left it at the cobbler’s 
to be repaired and called for on his way home in 
the evening. The cobbler fixed it all up and washed 
it and hung! it on the fence to dry. A dog came and 
stole the stomach. The cobbler was in despair, as 
the man would need his stomach for his supper. So he 
ran and caught a sheep and took out the sheep’s stom- 
ach. When the man called for his stomach the cob- 
bler put in the sheep stomach, sewed him up and sent 


him on his way rejoicing. Meeting the man some ~™ 


time afterward the cobbler inquired, “How do you 
find your stomach since I repaired it?” “Splendid,” 
cried the man, “ I have such a great hankering for 
grass.” (Do you know that this whimsical story has 
helped many a fellow to grasp 2 Corinthians 5:17, as 
well as John 3: 13?) 


Religion and Science.—The wind bloweth ... and 
thou hearest . . .-but knowest not whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth (v. 8). Modern scientific achieve- 
ment is making spiritual things more ‘easily under- 
standable. Machines are made that pound this “wind” 
that blows up into all sorts of pressures, by which all 
sorts of wonderful things are done. Liquid air and 
its marvels. But when we come to “wireless” and 
“radio,” where are you, Mr. Voltaire and Mr. Inger- 
soli! I have just read the advertisement of a real 
estate operator in Philadelphia in which he says of 
some new houses, “Every one will be wired for wire- 
less.” The boys that work in our shops make their 
own apparatus and sit in their homes in-the evenings 

enjoy at no cost beautiful concerts and instructive 
lectures. One man the other Sunday had friends and 
ueighbors in to hear a great preacher. When the 
choir at the distant church gave the offertory a col- 
lection was also taken from the unseen audience and 
sent on to the church. Say—how do the music 
and speech travel on the “wind”? What is it? Edi- 
son says, “Nobody yet knows.” -In the face of the 
wireless telephone the man who has any trouble in 
understanding how the Holy Spirit may accomplish 
the purpose of Heaven must have a screw loose soime- 
where. True science is so close upon the trail of Re- 
ligion that she is almost treading on her heels. True 
science, by the way, is the daughter of Religion. None 
of these modern marvels come out of Islam, or from 
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any other religion where there is no Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 


Real Love.—For God so loved the world (v. 16). 
I was just wondering if every lesson writer and every 
teacher in taking up this greatest of texts does not 
feel just as I do. Absolutely inadequate. Metaphors 
have been exhausted long, long ago. There is abso- 
lutely nothing to be said that has not already been 
said times upon times. Mr. Moody tells of Harry 
Moorehouse coming to Chicago to preach for him for 
several weeks, and taking for his text every night 
John 3:16. When he stopped he said he had hardly 
started! When some fellow lifted from the gutter 
himself is led to start a rescue mission he either calls 
it “The John Three Sixteen Mission,” as I have seen 
in my travels, or he has the text lettered upon his 
wall where every “bum” who wanders in is sure to 
see it. Love is the great “argument” that moves a 
man. In last Sunday’s lesson we had a paragraph 
on “Signs.” The great miracle that lifts men from 
the depths is the miracle of love. That is why the 
man from the gutter puts this text on his wall or over 
his door. He knows it was love and nothing else that 
lifted him, — and which will lift the other fellow from 
the same low level. God knew it also. So to show 
his love he gave his best. Love always gives its best. 
If you do not have a passion to give all you do not 
really love. There is a sort of love called “pupp 
love” in the flappers and “business” in the soehtaelcated, 
but they are not mushrooms, they are toadstools |! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


HE doctrine of regeneration, though implied, is 

not as clearly taught in the Old Testament as it 
is in the New. The renewing, regenerating power of 
the Spirit was evidently the experience of the Old 
Testament saints. This personal experience, how- 
ever, should not be ‘confused with the covenants and 
blessings which were the portion of the whole nation. 
Whatever may have been understood by some as to 
ersonal renewing by the Spirit, Nicodemus, a master 
in Israel, did not know. 

In response to Nicodemus’ question, “How can 
these things be?” Christ proceeds to present the mat- 
ter first from the divine side; and then from the 
human. side. On the divine side there is mystery; 
yet not more mystery than the effect which is pro- 
duced by an invisible wind, about which there is no 
knowledge as to where it comes from or where it 
goes. In turning to the statement of Christ as to. 
the human condition for the new birth, we confront 
the prophecy of this lesson. It is in the brazen 
serpent type which anticipates the death of Christ 
under the righteous judgments of God against the 
sin of man. Such types are prophetic to the fullest 


, degree. 


As there was simplicity in the human requirement 
for those who were bitten of serpents, so there is 
simplicity in the human requirement for those who 
would be saved from the curse of sin. They looked 
‘at the brazen serpent and were healed, and there is 
life in a look at the Crucified One. To look is to 
become informed as to what God has provided for 
the one in need. To believe is to recognize this pro- 
vision and to be satisfied. No repentance, no ritual, 
no reform, nor promises of righteousness, were com- 
bined with that “look” at the serpent in the wilder- 
ness. It is so even now concerning the “look” of 
faith at the Crucified One. 


Dattas, Tex. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 6.—The Birth of Jesus ...... cccccceceeccLsUke 3 29-20 
2. July 13—The Boyhood of Jesus ......... ..-Luke 2 : 40-52 
3. July 20—The Baptism of Jesus ............ Mark 1: 1-11 
4. July 27—The Temptation of Jesus ...... Matthew 4: 1-11 
5. August 3.—The First Disciples of Jesus ....John 1 : 35-51 
6. August 10.—The First Miracle of Jesus ...... John 2: 1-11 


7. August 17.—Jesus Cleanses the Temple. 
used with Temperance Applications) ..... John 2: 13-22 
& August 24.—Jesus Talks with Nicodemus ...John 3: 1-17 
9. August 31.—Jesus Talks with a Samaritan Woman 
John 4 : 4-42 
10. September 7.—Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son 
John 4 : 46-54 
11. September 14.—Jesus Driven from Nazareth Luke 4 : 16-30 
12. September 21.—Jesus Makes a Missionary Tour 
Mark 1 : 35-45 
13. September 28.—Review:. Opening Period of Christ’s 
Ministry. 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











OTHING should be permitted to blur the im- 

portant teaching of the Golden Text, and the 
emphasis upon regeneration. If the principle used 
herewith should not stress this sufficiently in the 
mind of any teacher, let him by all means employ 
the principle of concentration, or any other that will 
best emphasize this central teaching, not only of this 
lesson, but of the New Testament message. 

Two persons are before us in the lesson. Each, 
by the other, is called a teacher. Nicodemus calls 
Jesus a teacher come from God; Jesus calls Nico- 
demus a teacher of Israel. The latter had had 
the thorough training of the schools of the rabbis; 
the former, without this training, taught with an 
authority that astonished not only the people but 
their leaders as well. Nicodemus came rather sure 
of himself, and fairly sure of what Jesus was. 
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He learned that he was wrong about 
both, and about the kingdom concerning 
which he may have come to inquire. Let 
us follow our principle in these directions. 

Nicodemus thought of Jesus as a 
teacher, sent from God with power to 
work wonders as a sign of his mission. 
Jesus revealed himself ‘as the Son of 
God, sent in love by the Father to die for 
men,—a Divine Saviour instead of a 
human teacher. 

Thinking of himself as a learned man 
and a ruler of his people Nicodemus 
found he had to become as a little child 
and learn the simplest spiritual truth. 
He came as one who needs a lesson; 
Christ told hin he needed life. He wanted 
education ; Jesus said that what he needed 
was only possible through new birth. A 

,member of the Sanhedrin could have no 
doubt that he belonged to the Kingdom. 
How it must have startled him to be told 
that he could neither see nor enter it 
without this birth from above. Nico- 
demus wanted to understand; Christ asked 
him to believe on the testimony of a cred- 
ible witness. Great indeed is the contrast 
between Nicodemus as he thought he was 
and Nicodemus as Christ saw him! 


Huntinopon, Pa, 
ue 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“I’ve found a Friend.” 

| “All the way with Jesus.” 

' “O sing of His mighty love.” 
“You may have the joybells.” 


, “Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing.” 


“Depth of mercy, can there be.” . 
“Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve.” 
, “Am Ia soldier of the cross?” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 

' tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“O Lord, My Saviour” (285 : 1-4). 
Psalm 142:1-7. 
“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3 : 16. 
“Hear My Prayer” (118 : 1-3). Psalm 51 : 1-10, 

“I Waited for the Lord” (93 : 1-3). 
Psalm 40: 1-8, 

“Thy Likeness, Lord” (30: 1-3). 
Psalm 17 : 6-8, 15. 
+ 4 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how shall we in any way realize the meas- 
ure of thy great love? ‘Phat measure is 
shown in the sending of thine only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. 
How wonderful is thy love,—beyond the 
grasp of our poor minds and imaginations. 
Yet thou hast revealed thyself in Jesus, 
the Christ, and in him and through him we 
know and experience thy great love. Lord, 
if we are ignorant, and questioning, even 
as Nicodemus was, wilt thou meet with us 
and enlighten us, and give us a vision of 
what we may become as new creations 
through belief in thyself? May our thoughts, 
and our desires range. beyond the petty 
things that occupy us so much, and seek 
thee with humble and earnest longing, even 
as a little child. Take away our pride and 
foolish trust in our own knowledge, and 
reveal thyself to us, we pray thee, as the 
giver of the life eternal. We ask this in 
thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Have you heard 
the breeze in the trees this morning? Do 
you hear it now in the quiet of these 
tew moments? Even though we may not 
hear it, we know that out of the mystery 
of God’s providence and plan the sweet 
winds of the skies are blowing. You 
cannot tell just where is the beginning 
of that moving: current; nor -where it-wiil 
go,- but you do know that the wind is 
blowing. And so also you know when 
you are a changed creature in the new 
birth. Just how, you cannot exactl 
tell. You only know that. everything is 
different, when you have committed your- 
self to the. Lord-Jesus as your Saviour, 
and have opened the way for God to 
make that great change in you, which is 
his work, and not yours, — the new birth; 
then you are more different than you can 
very well imagine, as others see you. 
Nicodemus: was a learned man, but he 
was very ignorant in the most important 
learning of all. Are any of us here as 
ignorant as he was? Do we love the dark- 
ness of our .unbelief rather than the 
light? The light has come into the world 
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through the Lord Jesus. What we need 
to do, if we have not done so before, is 
just to rest upon him in complete faith 
that he is as good as his word, tell him 
we are doing so, and trust him to do 
through his work in us what he told 
Nicodemus was so necessary before one 
can see the kingdom of God. Let us 
bow our heads and if we have not yet 
done so, let us commit ourselves to him 
who came that we might have life. 





GOD GAVE 


His QNLY Becorten Son 
FOR US 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 

For the lesson of December 21 illus- 
trations are desired on the optional 
Christmas lesson, not on Zaccheus. 


Samuel Johnson’s Theology.—Except 
one be born anew (v. 3). Remember 
Boswell’s remark to Johnson: “Don’t you 
think, sir, that man is naturally good?” 
“No,” was the answer, “no more than a 
wolf.”—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, 
London, Eng. 


If We Would Understand.—E xcept one 
be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God (v. 3). Moody tells us that a 
man once came to a friend of his with a 
long list of written questions. The man 
said: “If you can answer these questions 
satisfactorily, I have made up my mind 
to be a Christian.” “Do you not think,” 
said Mr. Moody’s friend, “that you had 
better come to Christ first? Then you 





can look into these questions.” The.man 
did so; and after he had received Christ he 
looked again at his list of questions. Then 
it seemed to him as if they had all been 
answered.—From “The Way to God,” .by 
D. L. Moody. Sent by W. G. Irving, 
Westmont, P. Q., Can. 


Why New Birth Needed.— Marvel not 
that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 
anew (v. 7). A speaker asked, Why must 
we “born again” in order to be saved? 
Here is an apple with a worm hole in it. 
Did the worm begin to bore that hole 
from the outside or from the inside? 
Several answered, “From the outside.” 
But an old saint said, “No, from the in- 
side.” He was correct. The egg was 
laid in the blossom, and the worm was 
hatched in the heart of the apple. The 
worm bored its way out. Even so, the 
germ of sin is born in the heart of the 
child, and the sinful nature is developed 
as growth comes along. That. nature — 
inborn nature—must be transformed, 
“born again,” in order to become one 
spiritually. with the Spirit of God.—Sent 
by the Rev. T. C. Smith, Seymour, In- 
diana. Prize illustration. 


Actually Born.—We speak that which 
we know (v. 11). A lady who adopted a 
baby waif lavished upon her the same love 
and care as upon her own children. When 
the child was old enough to attend school, 
she one day heard some one there remark 
that she was “only an adopted child.” She 
ran home crying bitterly, and sobbed out 
to the lady, “Is it true that I’m not really 
your little girl?” “Why, of course you’re 
my little girl,” was the answer. “Isn’t 
this your own home, and. aren’t May and 
Josey and Willie and Tom your sisters 
and brothers?” The child’s head was hid 
in her mother’s lap, and the lady stroked 
her hair soothingly. Suddenly the little 
girl looked up, and asked searchingly, 
“But, mother, did you born me?” While 
it is worwouly true that we are adopted 
into ’s family, it is also true that we 
through faith in Christ and the work of 
the Holy Spirit in regeneration, become 
“bairns,” “born ones,” and have the. right 
of sonship.—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, Blackburn, 
Lancashire, Eng. 

His Name.—Whosoever believeth may 
in him have eternal life (v. 15). A Lon- 
don city missionary, before three hundred 
ragged children, placed sixpence under a 
book on the table, and said, “Whosoever 
believeth, let him come and take it.” He 
waited; they were all “whosoevers,” but 
only one was “whosoever believeth,” a 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 





“A5 new-born babes,desire the sincere milk 
of the Word, thut ye may grow thereby “sz 
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little ragged chap who came up, took it, 
and said “Thank you, ‘sir.” “What is 
your name?” said the missionary. “Cecil 
Smithers.” “I did not say Cecil Smithers 
could have the sixpence.” “No, sir,” said 
the boy, “but you said ‘whosoever,’ and 
that means me.”— From the Sunday Cir- 
cle. Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, El- 
land, Yorks, Eng. 


How God Gives.—For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
ye gael pom ag ——e on him 
sho no rish, but have eternal life. 
(Golden Text). Se 


“It is not giving to pluck a rose 
From a garden, blossom-filled; 

The tear that falls from the ready eye 
Is not by pain distilled. 


“Giving is when the garden soil 


Mothers a single flower, . 


Torn from its place by one who knows 
The need of another’s hour. ... 
“When God looked down from his judg- 
ment throne, 
Was his gift such a one ? 
Not of his angels did he give; 
He gave — his only Son. 
—From Andrew Chapman, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by W. E. Griffin, 
Atlantic City, N. J. 


For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Love should 
take in the whole world. 


Review.—Give three reasons. why Jesus 
loved God’s House: He Was given to 
the Lord there when a baby; he visited 
the temple when twelve years old; for a 
thousand years it had been the Jews’ 
place of worship. Mention what he found, 
what he did, and said when he and his 
disciples attended the Passover Feast 
there, as in last Sunday’s lesson. : 


Story Items—During that Passover 
week, Jesus tried to help the eo to 
understand that his love and the Heavenly 
Father’s love were big enough to take in 
all places and people; the wide world 
over. Many who heard Jesus believed 
and wanted to be his followers. 

One night one of the best of the rulers 
of the Jews came to have a talk with 
Jesus alone. (In Jerusalem instead of 
a porch, a house had a flat roof, with a 
wall around the edges, so that people 
could walk there safely. Perhaps Jesus 
and Nicodemus went to such a roof to 
talk without being disturbed.) 


Nicodemus wanted to ask questions, 


which Jesus gladly answered. Nicodemus 
said, We know that you are a teacher 
come from God, because no one can do 
what you do except God be with him. 

Jesus explained that everybody needs 
God’s Holy Spirit to teach him to do the 
things which are true and right. 

Last Sunday we learned how our bodies 
are like temples, in which God’s Spirit 
wants to live to help us to be strong and 
pure. Those who have God’s Spirit are 
born into, or belong to, his kingdom. Al- 
though Nicodemus was a wise man he 
did not understand this, so he asked more 
questions, 

Just then a breeze must have blown 
gently over the roof, for. Jesus said, You 
do not know where the wind comes from 
nor where it goes; you cannot see the 
wind, -but you can hear it and feel it 
passing. The children’s poem teaches that 
too: 


“Who has seen the wind? | 


Neither you nor I— 
But when the leaves are rustling 
The wind is passing by.” 
Nicodemus said, How can _ these 
things be? Then Jesus explained that 
God’s Spirit is like the gentle wind; you 
cannot -see it, but you know what it can 
do. God’s Spirit is as great as God’s 


‘| love. 


Then Jesus explained how big and 
wonderful_the love of God is: “For God 
so loved the world [the whole, wide 
world], that he gave [for everybody] 
his only begotten Son [Jesus was. that 
Son], that whosoever [anybody, _any- 
where] believeth on\yhim, should not per- 
ish, but have eternal life” (life in this 
world and life with God forever). Life 
and Love are God’s Gifts. 

People cali those words the little Gos- 
pel. They are found in John’s story 
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Lesson for August 24 
John 3 : 1-17 


about Jesus (John 3:16). Everybody 
should know and believe those words. 
Jesus came to prove God’s great-love 

for all the world. If we have it, we 
can truly sing, “The World Children for 
Jesus,” also 

“Jesus loves the little children, 

All_the children of the world; 

Red and yellow, black and white, 

They are precious in his sight, 

Jesus loves the little children of the 


world. 
Peoria, Int. i 
we 
Say, Fellows— 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





L How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Nicodemus. ‘ 
Discussion: Let us discuss very frankly 

just what it is in this present day to 

deny Christ. Is it fashionable to stand 
for the things Jesus taught? In what 
ways can a fellow show his loyalty to 

Christ? What are the tests of to-day? 
Objective: “Stand up for Jesus.” 











AY, fellows, I feel sure that my early 
impressions of Nicodemus were un- 
fair to him. I thought he was chicken- 
hearted because he came to Jesus by 
night. I thought he was trying to gain 
something without playing the game in 
the open; that he was ashamed to show 
“his colors; and nobody has any respect 
for that kind of a fellow. But when I 
went carefully into what the Bible says 
Nicodemus, I changed my opinion 
of him very much. In fact, fellows, I 
have come to have a high regard for 
this ruler of the Pharisees. 

Remember, Nicodemus, like Saul of 
Tarsus, had been raised up in a school 
whose teachings were very different from 
Jesus’. Jesus had denounced the Phari- 
sees. .All the friends of Nicodemus were: 
against Jesus. Whether Nicodemus went 
to. Jesus by night or day, he took.a big 
‘risk; but he took it; And when he: saw: 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Jesus he confessed that he was a “teacher 
come from ” That was a good deal 
for Nicodemus to do at that time and 
under. the circumstances, Evidently his 
faith in Jesus grew that night; for soon 
afterward Nicodemus stood up in the 
Sanhedrin and pleaded that Jesus might 
have a fair chance to vindicate his claims; 
and it was in the face of the challenge: 
“Have any of the rulers of the Phari- 
sees beliéved on him?” Then they turned 
upon him with a sneer, and Nicodemus 


suffered his first reproach for Christ’s 
sake. ; : 
By the time Jesus was crucified, 


Nicodemus had become bolder still, and 
openly brought costly ointments for his 
burial,— even a hundred pounds of it. 
The firm of Joseph and Nicodemus, both 
of them wealthy and influential Phari- 
sees, formed the greatest funeral part- 
nership that ever existed. And those 
were days when it was not only unpopu- 
lar to acknowledge Jesus, but one took 
his life in his hands to do it. 

It’s a good time, fellows, for us to ask 
ourselves if we are chicken-hearted about 
Jesus. Are we afraid to acknowledge 
him openly? Are we perfectly willing 
to be seen abroad at noonday, Bible in 
hand, on a mission bent for him? Do 
we flinch py we are asked to bear our 
testimony to his power and his love? Just 
how strong does our heart pump blood 
for Christ —into our tongues, our eyes, 
our hands, and our feet? That makes 
a very fine line of self-examination. Let’s 
apply the test. 

This is not the day of Nicodemus. This 
is nearly two thousand years later. 
Christ’s power, Christ’s Kingship, Christ’s 
claims have been proved past all doubt. 
He has stood the test of time, the test 
of assault —the most subtle and the most 


deadly assault the world is capable of 


making against him. Everything that 
could be said against his divinity, his 
virgin bitth, his resurrection from the 
dead, and all his other claims, has been 
said. Said, and said again. The old 
hackneyed criticisms of thé present day 
are simply repetitions of former efforts 
which failed ‘each in its day. Yet the 
old cross shines forth brighter than ever 
as the world’s only remedy for the curse 
of sin. 

The best and finest thing about 
Nicodemus, fellows, is that he brought 
from the Master’s lips that matchless 
statement of John 3:16. Of course Jesus 
would have said it, but to Nicodemus be- 
longs the honor of having been the one 
person of all the world who heard it ut- 
tered by the Son of God. 

So you and I can stand and face the 
world on this great fact: Jesus Christ. 
the Son of God, died to save sinners, and 
that we all, or any one of us, are lost 
without him. Let’s tell it boldly; let’s 
tell it gladly. And the best of it is that 
we are not confined to telling of his death, 
even with a hundred pounds of myrrh 
and aloes, but we can introduce our friends 
to a Living Christ who shares every in- 
terest of his followers. 


Greensporo, N. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Jesus and the individual. 
2. Christ in the individual. 











AS it been your heart-aching experi- 

ence, as a teacher of girls, to find 
that very many girls respond to the 
charm and power of the personality of 
Jesus — readily acknowledge’ him as their 
supreme admiration, even as guide and 
teacher, but few open the door to the 
indwelling Christ, surrender and accept 
the new life he gives within, that makes 
them new creatures in Christ Jesus, “as 
Christ lives in them? Here is your op- 
portunity to show him in both relations, 
and to show them that the first alone is 
to fail to find the real life he came to 
bring them, to miss the power and peace 
and joy that is like unto his own because 
it is his own—his life within. “I live, 
yet not [— Christ liveth in me.” 





This early period, the Judean minis- 
try of Jesus, is particularly rich in its 
pictures of Jesus in relation to the in- 
dividual — individuals as utterly differ- 
ent as humanity ever affords, ranging 
from John the’ Baptist, that rugged, un- 
lettered son of the desert, to this rich and 
cultured ruler; from the honest-hearted 
young fishermen from Galilee to that sin- 
laden woman of Samaria. And he won 
every one of them! They all felt his ir- 
resistible drawing-power, they all loved 
him. He knew exactly how to meet 
each one on his or her own plane and 
quickly show them the better way, his 
way to real life. 


2. But he showed Nicodemus that he 
had far more to give than such guid- 
ance, far more to require of his fol- 
lower than -acknowledgment of his 
leadership in matters spiritual. In such 
plain and utterly simple words that they 
all but baffle us, he taught this seeker 
that his old self must die, a new self 
be born, a new life begin—a life that 
only God could give him, that God was 
longing to give him through his_ only 
begotten Son, who had come to bring 
such life to men. 
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There is nothing in John’s story of 
this interview to make us conclude that 
Nicodemus surrendered himself and ac- 
cepted this free gift, but we have other 
mentions of him in the Gospels that 
prove that he did enter the kingdom of 
God, that Christ was born in him and 
lived in him, so that he became a true 
Christian, a follower of this Lamb of 
God who took away his sin and made 
him free. Your girls will be interested 
in these lights on his later life: John 
7: 45-52, then 19:38-42. It is John 
only who seems to have known of this 
follower of Jesus, for he alone speaks 
of him. But it was John more than any 
other disciple (except Paul) who clearly 
discerned this deepest teaching of Jesus 
concerning himself, this truth of truths. 


Home Study 


Read very thoughtfully 4his week 
John’s sixth ‘and seventh chapters, in 
which Jesus claims that he is the very 
Bread and Water of life — that of which 
life is made,—on which life feeds and 
grows. Then read John’s fourteenth 
chapter, 

\ Decatur, Ga. 








Lesson 47. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
August 24. ~ Absalom’s Rebellion. 


| deceived; God is not 
sire inca Nias hss that shall he also reap.—Galatians 6: 7 


2 Samuel 15-19 


Led hot 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of “‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had trom The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
_ Phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2.a hundred. 
Seventh Period—Saul to Solomon 
48. Aug. 31.—David’s Sin in Numbering 
EOPGEL cc ews scccqvecscccccegecnecesess 2 Sam. 24 
49. Sept. 7—Solomon Made King ..1 Kings 1-3 
50. Sept. 14.—Building of the Temple 
1 Kings 5-8 
51. Sept. 21.—The Apostasy of Solomon 
1 Kings 9-11 
8 ’ 


How to Master This Lesson 
By Frank W. Lange 


Introduction 


HE record in 2 Samuel, “the second 

book of the kingdom” (Septuagint), 
markedly contrasts with that in 1 Sam- 
uel which records the genesis of “the 
kingdom” and is a narrative of increasing 
confusion, distress, and subjection to sur- 
rounding nations. This records the es- 
tablishing of “the kingdom” (2 Sam. 5: 
12; 7:16; comp. I Sam. 13:13; 24:20): 
Part One (chaps. 1:1 to 9:13), Title, 
“The kingdom” established in Israel, Sub- 
ject, Jehovah’s king receives his king- 
dom; conditions gradually improve, then 
the “Davidic Covenant,” then “the king- 
dom’s” rule is extended over surround- 
ing nations. Part Two (chaps. 10:1 to 
24:25), Title, Jehovah’s king tested and 
overcoming, Subject, David and Jehovah; 
personal failure with far-reaching re- 
sults, then repentance and _ restoration, 
then it is seen that, only when he reigns 
cf whom David is the type, can “the king- 
dom” be established indeed (2 Sam. 23: 
3; 43. Isac88 34-8). 
Historical Setting : 

The record of deceit, distress; and death 
(chaps. 13: 1 to 20:26) has its source in 
David’s sin and God’s righteous judgment 
(12: 10, 11). David’s lust is matched by 
his son’s (13: 1,2); his neighbor’s shame 
(11:4) by his own (13:21); his deceit 
(11: 6-15) by that of his nephew (13: 3-5, 
32-35), his son (13: 23-27; 15:1-6), and 
his servants—Joab (14: 1-3, 19, 20), 
Ahithophel (15:21, 31; 16:23), and Ziba 
(16: 1-4; 19:24-28). From the murder 
of one man(1II:24; 12:9) came death to 
his own house (12: 15; 13: 28, 29), and to 
Israel (18:7, 8; 20: 10, 22). “That shall 
he also reap” (Gal. 6:7, 8) was written 
to God’s people, and is as true for them 
as for others. 





Geography 

David: “passed over” Kidron’ (15: 23) ; 
went “by the ascent of Olivet” (15: 30) ; 
“worshiped” at the last view of the city 
(15:32); entered the territory of Ben- 
jamin “past the top of the hill” (16: 1-6) ; 
descended to the'river in the deep Jordan 
valley (16:14), over which he passed 
when tidings were: brought him (17: 22; 
comp. 17: 24-26; 19:15, 18, 36, 40). The 
road was that which the Lord took after 
his rejection (Matt. 24: 1-3; 26: 1-6, 14), 
and that by which he came to Jerusalem 
(Matt. 19:1; 20:17, 29; 21: 1-12) from 
over Jordan on his last visit. 


How to Study this Lesson 


The lesson has a triple key: (1) God’s 
judgments, which vindicate his character 
in everything and to everybody, (2) God's 
chastenings, which worked by means of 
David’s submission (comp. Heb. 12: 11), 
and (3) God’s grace, in which David 
hopes; each of these is to be found in the 
three key passages (15: 25-28; 16: 11, 12; 
and 16: 23 with 17: 14). 

Although the lesson material (chaps. 
13: 1 to 20: 26) covers ten or eleven years, 
yet the chief interest focusses on “the tale 
of a single day” (15: 13 to 17: 23), its fac- 
tors, actors, and acts. Its factors — God 
and right, Satan and wrong; its actors — 
David and men of honest courage, Ab- 
salom and men of selfish duplicity; its 
acts—David’s surprise and headlong flight, 
Absalom’s planned and successful march. 
But “surely the wrath of men shall praise 


thee” (Psa. 76:10; Rom. 8:31; Psa: 
118: 6-9; Heb. 13: 6). 
Absalom’s temporary success came 


after years of deceit and planning (comp. 
13: 22, 26, 28, 38; 14:32; 15: 1-6, 8, 10, 
12), which David's partiality, vacillation, 
and neglect (13:7, 21, 25, 27, 39; 14: 13, 
19, 21, 24, 32, 33;-15: 2, 3, 9, 11) made pil 
sible. Had David obeyed the law (Lev 
18:6, 9, 29; Deut. 27:22; Lev. 24:17), 
or even fully forgiven Absalom (14: 24, 
28, 32), the revolt might not have occurred. 
Could it have gained such headway had 
David been out among the people, as his 
position required? But how plain that 
his own conduct had tied his hands! 
What one “soweth to the flesh” must be 
reaped. 

Prominent passages: A literal fulfil- 
ment (comp. 12: 11, 12; 16: 22) just where 
the sin began (11:2). “Out of thine own 
house” (12:11); Amnon, Absalom, and 
Tamar were children; Joab, Abishai, Jo- 
nadab, and Amasa were nephews; Ahitho- 
phel probably was Bathsheba’s grand- 
father ; Judah, David’s own tribe, was the 
backbone of the rebellion. Trouble from 
“the sons of Zeruiah” (3: 39; comp. 14: I, 





i 
a 
> 

‘ 





486 


19, 33; 16:9, 10; 18:2, 5, 10-15; 19:7, 
= 22; 20:9, 10). Pride brings death 
(18:9; comp. 14:25, 26). “Man pro- 
poseth, but God disposeth” (comp. 18: 17 
with 18; see Josh, 7:26). A traitor’s 
end (17: 23; comp. Matt. 27:5). 

Other points: An answer to prayer 
(15:31; comp. 17:14). Fear (17: 8-10) 
and flattery (17:11; comp. “thine own 
erson,” 17:24, 26; 18:9) prevail. What 

ushai really thought (15:16). A mes- 
senger without a message (18: 19, 22, 23, 
29, 30). A blight on success (19:2, 3; 
comp. vs. 5-7). How partiality produced 
war (19: 12; comp. 19: 41 to 20: I, 2, 4, , 
and murder (19:13; comp. 20: 4-12). 
hasty judgment (16:4) and an unjust 
judge (19:29). The debt to the father 
(17:27) paid to the son (19: 37, 38, 40; 
see I Kings 2:7). - 


Other Scripture 


Psalms %, 7, 42, and 143 belong to the 
time of David’s exile or state the great 
truths that apply, and Psalm 18 may give 
his thoughts on his return. Psalms 55 
ene 109 may have been aimed at Ahitho- 
phel. 


Difficulties 


Some authorities read “four” instead of 
“forty” (15:7), but more, perhaps, let it 
stand as in the text. Of course, the years 
cannot be numbered from Absalom’s re- 
conciliation with his father, nor are they 
said to be, although at first glance that 
may seem to be the case. There are dif- 
ficulties in placing the rebellion in the last 
year of David’s reign by dating from his 
accession (5:4), as some suggest. Per- 
haps they measure the time from David’s 
raid on the Geshurites (1 Sam, 27:8) and 
the capture (?) of Absalom’s mother. 
But guesses are profitless, and the mat- 
ter stands unexplained, but there is no 
conflict with other statements. 
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Reference Literature 


Articles on Absalom, Amasa, David, 
Geshur, Gilead, Kidron, Mahanaim, and 
Mount of Olives in “A Dictionary of the 
Bible,” by John D. Davis, D.D. (West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, $4). “Christ 
in the Bible, by A. B. Simpson (Christian 
Alliance Publishing Co., New York, 
$1.25). “Many Sided David,” by Philip 
E, Howard (The Sunday School Times 
Co., $1.15). “Manual of Bible History,” 
by W. G. Blaikie, D.D. (Nelson and Sons, 
New York, $1.75). 
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For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tarlton 


AVID displeased’ the Lord with his 
sin, but when he confessed his sin 
the Lord forgave him, but told him he 
would have lots of trouble in his fam- 
ily because of his own sin. “I will raise 
up evil against thee out of thine own 
house” (2 Sam. 12:11). This comes 
true in this lesson. David’s sons seemed 
to have all of his bad traits and few 
of his good. ss 
Amnon, his eldest son, did a very wicked 
deed and his brother Absalom had him 
killed. When Absalom realized what he 
had done, he ran away to Geshur and 
lived with his grandfather for three 
years. David’s soul longed for Absalom, 





-but he could not forgive him for the 


death of Amnon and he refused to see 
him. “In all Israel there was none to be 
so much praised as Absalom for his 
beauty.” He was very handsome, with 
long thick hair; and he was very proud 
and selfish. Finally, David forgave Ab- 
salom and let him return home. 

Tell of Absalom’s plan to steal the love 








From a Life-time of Bible Study 


Pastors, missionaries, teachers, and in fact, all Christians may be benefited both 
in their personal lives and in their service for Christ by the volume of Bible Studies 

repared by Henry W. Frost, Home Director of the gieat China Inland Mission. 
Whether in preparation for a talk or address, or in one’s personal Bible study, they 
will be found stimulating to the mind and uplifting to the soul. 


Outline Bible Studies 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D., of the China Inland Mission 


‘‘ Somewhat over forty years ago I began in earnest the study of the Holy 


Scriptures. At first, this was carried on, 


in spite of earnestness, in a desultory 


way. But later I learned to proceed in a more methodical manner. It was thus 

that I was led into the habit of analyzing subjects, most of which, through the 

years, were chosen from the standpoint of my personal experience and in order 

to rap! some spiritual need. The more I put my new-found — into prac- 
i 


tice t 


e more profitable I found it to be, for it brought into my 


fe two valuable 


results: first,it gave me a general view of the subjects studied, so that I saw 
them at large and thus as a whole; and second it gave me a particular view of 
the same,so that I saw them in their various parts and thus in detail. I discovered 
*in this way that Scripture is the true interpreter of Scripture, and also, that we 
only comprehend its truths as we secure both an extensive and intensive percep- 


tion of them.”— From the Foreword. 


Principal Topics Treated 


I. Tue Scriprures IX. Praise 
Il. Tus GopHEAD X. Divine HEALING 
III. Goop AND WICKED XI. Tue Cuurcu 
ANGELS 


XII. Missions 


IV. Man 

. Sune 
V. Temptation & Sin — a “9 
VI. SALVATION XIV. ResurRECTION 


VIL. Sprriruar Ex- 
PERIENCE 


VIII. Praver XVI. Propnuecy 





Fully Indexed 


Each of these main subjects is treated 
very fully under many sub-heads ; there are 
{337 distinct topics outlined, all with—full 
Bible references ; and with the aid-of the 
cross-index, information may be obtained 
on hundreds of additional subjects. 


The aim has been not to prove any par- 


XV. Tue DisrEensaTIONs | ticular theories, but simply to find all that 








the Bible has to say on the subjects taken 
up. 


Topics fully indexed; over 10,000 Scripture references given. 
Helpful in preparation for public addresses or in personal Bible study. 


The S. S. Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen :—Enclosed is $2 for which 
please send me ‘‘OQUTLINE BIBLE STUDIES" 
by Henry W. Frost, D.D. If I do not find 
the book entirely satisfactory, I will return 
it to you, and you are to return to me $2 
plus postage expense incurred, or substitute 
other books of my own choice. 
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A Handsome Volume 


‘‘OUTLINE BIBLE STUDIES’’ contains 352 
pages, and is printed in clear, easy-to-read 
type on excellent book paper, well bound in 
handsome dark green cloth with alchemic 
gold stamping. 


Sent on Approval 


Such confidence have the publishers in 
the unusual value of this book, that they 
will gladly send it to any one for 10 days’ ex- 
amination at the regular purchase price of 
$2, and if for any reason it should not be 
found saticfactory, it may be returned at 
their expense, and money will be refunded 
or other books sent aceording to the prefer- 
ence of the purchaser. 


Read the attractive offer in the aun 





of the people of Israel from his father 
and become king over Israel. He had 
chariots, horses, and men, and he made 
a great show when he drove through the 
streets. He rose up early in the morn- 
ing and stood at the gate of the city. He 
met every man who went up to see the 
king on any matter. He asked questions, 
sided in with the people, gave them sym- 
pathy, and said he was sorry there. was 
no man appointed by the king to help 
them, and he wished he was judge, for 
he would give them justice. Whenever 
a man bowed down to him he lifted him 
up and kissed him. By his kindness and 
flattery he “stole the hearts of the men 
of Israel.” What a sneaking piece of 
work for a son to do! And he carried 
on his deceit by asking David if he might 
go up to Hebron to worship. David en- 
couraged him to go serve the Lord. He 
took two hundred men with him out of 
Jerusalem, but they did not know his 
plans. Tell of the message of the spies 
(v. 10): All over Israel people turned 
to Absalom. 

A message was sent to David that his 
own son had stolen his kingdom and was 
coming to take Jerusalem. Study Psalm 
3. Describe David’s departure from his | 
beloved city and tell who went with him. | 
They all passed over Kidron, weeping. | 
Jesus passed over Kidro# on his way! 
to the garden (John 18:1). He passed 
over the Mount of Olives with his head | 
covered, a symbol of self-condemnation; | 
and barefoot, a symbol of mourning. 4 | 
type of Jesus, who ascended Olivet and | 
wept (Luke 19: 41). 

Absalom marched into Jerusalem and | 
took the city. He did not know that Da- | 
vid had some friends there who sent him | 
messages. David and his men camped | 
at Mahanaim. Describe the battle of Mt. | 
Ephraim. David spoke to all his soldiers | 
to “deal gently for my sake with the 
young man, even with Absalom.” Da- 





vid’s armies won a great victory, and Ab- |" 


salom met with-a tragic death. Tell how 
he died and how he was buried. 

_ When the message of his death was car- 
ried to David, his heart broke with grief. | 
Read verse 33. He cried out, “Would! 
God that I had died for thee.” If David 
could have died for Absalom it would not 
have saved him from his sins, but the 
greater David, Jesus Christ, died for our 
sins and saves us with an everlasting 
salvation... Tell of David’s return to Je- 
rusalem. 


Memory Verses 


Beginners: 2 Samuel 15:6, “So Ab- 
salom stole the hearts of the men of 
Israel.” 


Primary: 2 Samuel 19: 4. 
Junior: 2 Samuel 15:6. 
Fort WortH, TEx. 











| Children at Home | 


Do Animals Reason? 
By Ella Elizabeth Pohle 


“PfUERY, Elizabeth, drop your work 
and come over the hill with me 
quick! I'll promise you a chapter for | 
your ‘Nature Study Book’ if we are not 
too late.” So tucking my stocking bag 
in a corner behind the rocking-chair and 
laying aside my little white apron, I 
hurried after my friend Minnie, who was 
spending a few weeks with me in my 
little mountain cabin on the road to 
Pike’s Peak. We fairly loped up the 
mountainside, panting ail the way, finally 
reaching the upper trail, while Minnie; 
who was leading, looked back and placed 
her finger perpendicularly across her lips 
as much as to say, “Now silence! Not 
a word on your life!” 

Tiptoeing over to a large pine tree 
she motioned to me to sit down at the 
foot of the tree. After a moment or 
two of absolute silence there was a 
rustling among the branches of a tall, 
stately pine near by that was heavily 
loaded with cones. Spying the intruders, 
Mr. Chipmunk ran saucily along the 
skender branch leaning in our direction, 
out to the very tip, and there he began 
a perfect tirade of scoldings. The very 
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audacity of our coming to spy out his 
winter preparations! Hadn’t he hunted 
for an hour or more to find this pine tree 
loaded with rich, juicy cones? 

And perhaps to-morrow he would 
find some other chipmunk from “Old 
Baldy” or “Hurrycane Canyon,” or “Wild- 
cat Canyon” helping himself to his long 
sought treasure, for news travels in ‘the 
mountain fastnesses about as fast as it 
does along the trails—somehow. Oh, 
how he scolded. But we were obdurate 
and sat like stone images. Did he think 
he was mistaken and that after all we 
were but some sort of Egyptian 
sphinxes? At any rate.the scolding 
stopped suddenly and he turned away, 
while all we could see was his nervous 
little tail as he ran hurriedly to an upper 
branch where the cones were thickest. 

After a few seconds Minnie pinched 
me, and only pony to move our eye- 
balls we spied our little-friend running 
headfirst down the tree with a long green 
cone in his mouth. Reaching the ground, 
he dropped the cone, looking nervously 
about, scolded a bit more, then taking 
the cone in his mouth at the tapering 
end, he ran nimbly with it to a slope 
on the side of the hill covered with pine 
needles, which we could see out of the cor- 
ner of our eyes. A tiny opening Rad 
been made under the dead, brown needles, 
and in it the thrifty little home pro- 
vider shoved the cone, and then away he 
darted for a second trip, and a third and 
a dozen, always coming back with one 
cone, 

Then we noticed a change in his 
method. Instead of carrying the cone 
down in his mouth, as on the previous 
trips, he nibbled it loose from the branch 
and let it drop to the ground. Now he 
could come down more easily, . without 
having to balance the cone or extricate 
it from the branches. The next time 
he returned he nibbled off two cones, so 
saving himself a trip up and down the 
pine tree. The third time he went up 
we heard a literal shower of cones, as 
fast as he could nibble them off. Now 
he had only to climb the tree occa- 
sionally. Back and forth he hurried 
from the foot of the tree to the store- 
rooms until the last cone had been car- 
ried away and he scampered off home to 
Mrs. Chipmunk and the children to boast, 
I presume, of his hard day’s work, while 
we returned down the mountainside to 
marvel at what surely seemed to us like 
reasoning power manifested in the tiny 
creatures that we know so little about 
after all. 
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Lesson for August 24 
John 3: 1-17 


iy 


“Rally for Righteousness"’ is the title of our 
service. As would be inferred, it is most 
timely, and is a real challenge to the Church. 
all of our services, i¢ gets somewhere. 
Every school in the land needs its lesson, 
and the splendid pageant and music will 
make it a real pleasure to put it across. 
Note—the price is only $4.00 the hundred, 
and it is the work of C. Harold Lowden. 


THEN, TOO, 
pd a siadiy, send a copy of our new Rally 
t, listing the finest things obtain- 
ped to make it the most successful celebra- 
tion you have had. Don't lose sight of the 
importance of Rally Day, then think to 
Discriminate—that means : 


The Heidelberg Press 

Publishers for Discriminators 

15th, Race, Spring and Hicks Sts. 
PHILADELPHIA 


RALLY TIME 


A new exercise of and — 
(16 pages) for Rally D: 


Music that is asian in melo- 
dies, not at all difficult where four 
parts are used, with strongly 
pms rhythm in unison pass- 

ages, all happily wedded to words 

at will inspire and encourage, 
are the strong features of this serv- 
ice, The theme of Rallying for 
Service is well sustained through- 
out, and we are confident that its 
use will be productive’ of satisfactory cocalee. 7 
Send for a sample copy. 


$6.00 a hundred. $3.25 for fifty 
80 cents a dozen. Single copies, 7 cents each 
Send for ntene circular of Rally: Dey Supplies 
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LOYAL TO THE FUNDAMENTALS 


Cain Course leading to the A. B. ,Dearee, 
Junior and Senior High School. 
Music a specialty. 
No evolution nor destructive criticism. Classes opened 
with prayer or song. Address 


C life mia sy North Harvard Bouleva 


levard 
Angeles, Calif. Phone Holly 1699 


BRON ZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Ino. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.,. New York City: 


r PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 


[Gas fe Farniture Company, 23,Par* Flece: | 
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individual Commusion Cups 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 

ist of thousands Of churches using our oun and FREE 

CATALOG with quotations sent es 

SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT C0., 7D—S7th S. Rochester, .Y. 


uticura [ alcum 
Is Soothing 


‘or Baby’s Skin 


Ointment, Talcum sold everywhere.) 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to. reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have read your an- 
swers to Girls’ Problems and have found 
them to be very interesting and helpful, 
so I am coming to you for advice. 
I am a Christian girl, teach a Sunday- 
school class, and am interested in the serv- 
ice of God. 
It has been my desire to keep company 
with a Christian young man, one who takes 
irterest- in the services of God. I have kept 
compuny with quite a few young men, but 
not cne of them fulfilled my desire. When 
they did go to church with me they only 
went to please me and not because tlhicy 
were Ciristians. 
I am a great believer in prayer, and I be- 
lieve God. answers according to his will. Do 
you think it would be selfish or wrong to 
ont “Me for this desire?—A DISAPPOINTED 
IRL. 


Y DEAR GIRL: I shall not call you 

a “disappointed” girl, for I am sure 
that ™ only a temporary experience. We 
are able through a higher power to know 
God’s plan for our lives and to be glo- 
riously happy in it! 
I can appreciate your desire for the 
right kind of friendship with the oppo- 
site sex. That is so natural and just 
as God has ordained it. Rejoice that 
you are normal and natural 
Yes, my dear, it is as God would have 
you to be, then why not talk to God 
about it? 

I believe with those of us who are in 
his hands, fully surrendered, God im- 
plants the. desires in us that he can an- 
swer for his honor and glory. If the de- 
sire is not of the Holy Spirit, you can 
pray it away and out of your heart. God 
wants you to carry every thought to him, 
that he may fashion you to the plans he 
has for your life. Don’t be afraid to 
pour out your very soul to God in com- 
munion, so he can know what you are 
thinking and wishing! Yes, I know he 
knows you better than you know your- 
self, and does not need for his informa- 
tion that you inform him, but you need 
to unbosom yourself to him, that you 
may learn him! “Take everything to 
God in prayer”! You can’t know him in 
any other way. 

Read Hebrews 11, and see what was 
effected through prayer. Oh, the riches 
in his Word which unfold to us when we 
seek for them! Read James 1:5, 6 and 
James 5:17, 18, and take hold of God 
for your walk in life and know he is 
able to. bring to you the choicest partner 
for your life, in which there will be 
no mistake made, and in which you can 


safest happiness! Trust him and wait 
for him, and have faith as you wait. 


fAn American Society 
for Prophetic Study 


‘Te American Society for Prophetic 
Study has recently entered upon the 
third year of its existence. Organized 
in 1922 for the purpose of studying the 
prophecies of God’s Word, it has already 
shown that it is able to meet a real 
need. In more formal meetings for Bible 
teaching, discussion of the truths given 
from the platform is obviously impossible, 
yet such discussion is of inestimable ad- 
vantage. With this thought in mind the 
organizers sought to combine both 
methods 

The plan adopted is practically the 
same used by the English Society for the 
Study of Prophecy. Certain topics are 
selected several months in advance of 
the meeting, and speakers are chosen to 
prepare papers on these selected subjects. 


their 
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glorify .your God, while you enjoy the 


At the meeting the several speakers read | quicksand of rebellion against God. The 
apers, and then follows a period quickest way ta lose one’s soul is to try 


portunity to discuss the questions raised. 
Questions are asked and answered; new 
points of view are advanced and con- 
sidered; and the result is a most help- 
ful interchange of ideas. These papers 
are then printed and distributed among 
the members, so that they have a per- 
manent record of the meeting. 

Some idea of the practical value of 
this society will be gained by a read- 
ing of a partial list of the topics discussed 
during the past two years. The Rev. 
Thomas M. Chalmers, President of the 
Jewish Evangelization Society of New 
York gave a most helpful paper on “The 
Present. Condition of the Jews in the 
Light of Prophecy.” Pastor Herbert 
Mackenzie, President of Erieside Bible 
Conference, Cleveland, and the Rev. I. oe 
Dean of Toronto read illuminating pa 

on the topic “Will Babylon be Rebuilt ” 
The Rev. J. Eustace Purdie, Rector of 
the Church of the Atonement, German- 
town, presented a most complete discus- 
sion of the question “After the Thou- 
sand Years— What?” These are only 
four of the many which might be men- 
tioned. 

Membership in the Society is open to 
Christian men generally. Application 
cards containing a statement of our be- 
liefs have been prepared, and may be 
obtained from the Secretary, the Rev. 
Robert M. Webster, 343 West Duval 
Street, Germantown, Philadelphia, on re- 
quest. The dues are $5 a year, payable 
in November. 

A complete list of the members is im- 
possible, but a few names may be men- 
tioned, such as Thomas M. Chalmers, 
Charles G. Trumbull, Philip .E. Howard; 
James. M. Gray, D.D., Henry W. Frost, 
D.D., and many others. 

The Society will be glad to enroll as 
members brethren who are interested in 
the study of prophetic truth and who 
hold the doctrinal belief of the Society. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





August 31. The Importance of Keeping 
Promises. Josh. 9 : 3-21. 
September 7. In His Steps. IX. How Jesus 


Helped Sinners. Luke 15:1-7; 19: 1-10. 
(Consecration meeting.) 


September 14. How Can We Serve Our Sun- 
day-school? John ar : 15-17. 


September 21. “The Beatitudes” 
Psalms. Psa. 1 : 1; g2:2; 34:38. 


Sunday, August 24 
How Selfishness Shows Itself: How 


Overcome It? 
(Gen. 13 : 1-18) 


of the 





Mon.—Judas’ selfishness (John 12: 1-8). 
Tues.—The case of Cain (Gen. 4 : 3-9). 
Wed.—Selfish indifference (Prov. 24: 
Il, 12). 
Thurs.—Self first, 
I-11). 
Fri.—Selfish self-will (Exod. 32 : 1-14). 
Sat.—Materialism (Eccl. 2 : 24-26) 


then God (Hag. 1: 











What is selfishness? 
How can unselfishness be developed? 


Why is the Holy Spirit the only cure for 
selfishness ? 


Ti. are just two possible kinds of 
life: the self-life and the Christ-life. 
One who has never accepted Christ as 
Saviour and Lord is bound in captivity to 
self, and to a self that is sinful, — born 
in sin, dedicated by the will to sin, 
and destined, unless regenerated, to 
the rottenness of sin forever. Sin is 
always associated with a desire for some- 
thing for self: Selfishness, first of all, 
shows itself in a desire for a “liberty,” — 
that is, freedom from the restraints im- 
posed by God,— which is an unreal lib- 
erty, Ait it issues in captivity to sin. 
we 

Selfishness, then, if persisted in, means 

a deeper sinking each moment into the 
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ASpirit itual Gift 


A Sound Inv lesatment 
THE ANNUITY Bt BOND PLAN 


of the Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 


1—The Board will accept an annuity gift of any 
amount at any time, and will pay you, s0 long as 
you live, an income, the annual amount depending 
upon your age. 

2—If you wish, an annuity will be paid to a relative 

_ of friend, the amount depending upon the age o 
the beneficiary. 

3—The principal of your gift 1s safeguarded by the as- 
sets of the Board, and the honor of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. A. 

4—The annuity begins the day your gift is received, 
and is paid semi-annually or quarterly, as preferred. 

6—Your gift is a permanent investment, you never suf- 
fer any loss of interest or any costs in making re- 
investments. 
For additional information address 


Rev. JOHN A. RODGERS, D.D., Director 


Annuity Department 


156 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK CITY 











“THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION” 


most amazingly satisfying, simple, 

ous iconclusive , study of this wren rous 

ave ever r is what the editor of ‘The 
Sunday School Times” (Philadelphia) says of 
James H. McConkey’s latest book. 
To do the most possible good this book is sent 
absolutely free to any one interested enough to 
write torit. Address: 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 

















| able in advance, for either old 








in which the members are given the op- 


(Continued on the next page) 
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Dept. S., Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa.,U.S.A. 
is ready for distribu- 


tion. rage contains 16 pages of 


the latest and best: helps for Churches and Sun- 
day Schools. A post card request will bring your 
copy by return mail. 


STOCKTON PRESS 
516 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, Md. 


The Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, August 9, 1924 




















Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
or new 
subscribers, in the United Statcs and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. : 
$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 

2 .00 : One copy, or any number of 
$ ‘copies less than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional i is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., on eg ag 
i031 Walnut Street, - Philedeighia, Pa. 
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= be costes 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The New Birth 


ROBABLY one of the best things that 

can be quoted in connection with this 
week’s readings is Article V of the fam- 
ous Niagara Articles of Belief, which 
is as follows: 


“We believe that, owing to this uni- 
versal depravity and death in sin, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God un- 
less born again; and that no degree of 
reformation however great, no attain- 
ment in morality however high, no cul- 
ture however attractive, no humanitarian 
and philanthropic schemes and _ societies 
however useful, no baptism or other ordi- 
nance however administered, can help the 
sinner to take even one step toward 
heaven; but a new nature imparted from 
above, a new life implanted by the Holy 
Ghost through the Word, is absolutely es- 
sential to salvation (Isa. 64:6; John 3: 
5, 18; Gal. 6:15; Phil. 3: 4-9; Titus 3: 
5; Jas. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23).” 


August 18 to 24 


Mon.—John 3 : 1-17. 
Jesus Talks with Nicodemus. 
God’s “earth-world” is entered through 
the flesh; his “kingdom-world,” through 
the Spirit. In either case there can be 
no other way; and from Nicodemus’ day 
to ours the natural man has wonderingly 
asked: “How can these things be?’”? Ob- 
serve that Christ said, not “we,” but 
“ye” (v. 7). For him alone no “new 
birth” was necessary. 
Prayer Succestions: An Ohio reader 
says: “Out: of the inspiration gathered 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Thursday morning prayer circle was 
formed here two years ago, which has 
become to us @ source of great strength 
and blessing. Pray for this circle 
and for others similarly formed. 


Tues.—John 1:1-13. Born of God. 


He who enters this higher realm. en- 
ters it, “not of superior human descent, 
not of human generation at all, not of 
man in any manner of way” (a threefold 
emphatic denial of any human source 
of divine sonship), “but of God.” Not 
only the plan but also the enabling grace 
is wholly of God. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
healing, if it be God’s will, of a dear 
child of his who for twenty years has 
been in @ sanitariwum. The aged mother, 
eighty-five years old, is still praying and 
believing for the daughter's restoration. 
Pray for Every oppressed child of God, 
whether ill in body or in mind. 


Wed—1 John 2: 25-28. Born of Christ. 


Righteousness in the divine sense be- 
longs inherently only to the three per- 
sons of the Godhead, never to man. 
Therefore it is impossible to do (that is, 
practise) righteousness (that righteous- 
ness which is such in God’s sight) apart 
from “Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). Its 
practise is therefore an evidence of the 
new birth. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray by name 
for those evangelical movements or so- 
cieties which God puts upon your heart, 
Pray that all may be kept true to him; 
sound in doctrine, intercessory im spirit, 
evangelistic in practise. 


Thurs.—Titus 3: 1-7. Born of the Holy Spirit. 


Verse 5 teaches again that salvation is 
wholly of grace; and not, as man would 
sometimes like to think, by certain “works 
of righteousness” on his own part. Did 
your child enter the world of his own 
will? Neither has any child of God ever 
entered “the kingdom” apart from the 
Spirit. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 





from the Family Worship Column, a 


“Boy Scouts of America.” Especially 


the unregenerate nature. The old nature 


remember its president and officers, some 
of whom receive weekly inspiration 
through The Sunday School Times. Pray 
that God may be pleased to safeguard 
i gpa gak nl and make it a power for 
good, 


Fri.—Ezekiel 36: 22-27. A New Heart. 


By “a new heart” is meant, not an old 
heart made over, but “a new nature im- 
parted from above,” utterly foreign to 


is essentially selfish, but in the new 
there is no vestige of. selfishness. The 
professing Christian who is living the self 
life has either not been “born again,” or 
else is walking in the flesh. 


PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember each 
day your. daily prayer list, your church, 
your pastor, your Sunday-school super- 
intendent and officers, your relatives and 
loved - ones, your neighbors, the shut-in 
and strangers in.your .community, the 
poor in circumstances, especially those 
who seem to have few friends. 


Sat.—Ephesians 4:17-24. The New Man, 


Paul is ever urging those who have pro- 
fessed acceptance of Christ to press on to 
the highest possible spiritual attainments. 
He who does not do so not only fails of 
the rewards promised to overcomers, but 
is in grave danger of losing his soul, 
for it is possible that he has not even 
experienced salvation. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
whe are away on their vacations. Pray 
for all tract distributers, all rescue mis- 
sion workers, all rural missionaries. Pray 
for every philanthropic and humanitarian 
seciety, every industrial organization, 
every properly conducted Gospel or com- 
munity center. - 


Sun.—Isaiah 11 : 1-9. 
The Branch that Brings Blessings. 


He who as the royal Branch “out of |- 


the roots of Jesse” will reign during. the 
coming millennial age ‘is now the “true 
Vine” of John 45, apart from which dur- 








ing the present Church age there is 






















































(Lesson for August 24) AUGUST 9, 1924 


neither life nor fruit,. He who abides not 
in the Vine will not be a co-ruler with 
the Branch (Rev. 2: 26, 27). 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray., for: ait 
unwritten and unspoken prayer requests,. 
all requests sent to this department, ail 


-as yet unanswered petitions. Pray for the 


one just. now reading these lines who 
feels his. or her. need of SPECIAL prayer. 


God knows who he or she is,“and will 
comfort and strengthen as you pray. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


to do all one can for it while refusing the 
overtures of Divine mercy. But this 
great process is the parent of numerous 
other evils, which, like wasps, swarm 
about the selfish one. Each one has a 
bitter sting. All the sins one might be 
able to. name are the result of a con- 
sistent selfishness, 
ye 


When one becomes a Christian he may, 


while having a real change of heart and 
will, still possess a bias toward selfish-’ 


ness. Or, he may re-acquire one after 


years of consecrated Christian life. Does: 


this imperil his salvation?. Not at all. 
Works could not join us to the love of 


God, nor .will works sever us from his- 


grace. But selfishness, with its inevitable 
result in other sin too, can interrupt our 
conscious: fellowship with Christ, dim our 
witness, and a source of perplexity 
and trouble to others.’ Sin, whether in or 
out of the Christian life, is no light thing. 
It is always dangerous. And remember 
this: the world callously excuses sin in 
any one not a Christian. Selfishness is 
sin, 


Is your life now selfish or unselfish? 


What sort of a life are you dreaming of and 
planning: a life for Christ —and others — or 
a life for self? 


Berxketey, CAL. 
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No..93! $ 128 per 100 





to Primary 


No. 702. Beginners 
60 a dozen 





‘Build Larger 


_. Gibson’s ae 
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Line Promotion Certificates 
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ROT TROT APT 


Reward Cards 
and Tickets 


Birthday Cards 


and Folders for 
Christian Workers 


Cradle Roll : ss 
Supplies 


Send.to your suppl 
house for inforane tio 
about the new National 
Attendance Award Cards. 
A wonderful new plan to 
- build up attendance 
A package of 10 Cards ‘and 80 Seals for 254 


National Promotion Diplomas 


s 


No. 761. Cradle Roll for Beginners 
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ABC Bible Stories 
Children’s. Bible 
Booklets 
Aunt Martha’ Squirrel 
j Stories, with amoral. 
_ Wedding Books 
Marriage Certificates 





Each with envelope, 50¢a dozen 


Send to your own denominational board or Sunday School supply house for their catalog 
illustrating the Gibson National Line of Sunday School! supplies: We sell nothing direct: 


unday Schools 


oe] Supplies 





Liberty Line Promotion Certificates 






No. 95 ¢, " 
es per 100 









; No.752. Beginners to Primary 
40 a dozen 











. C.R.Gibson & Company, 826-828 Broadway, Jew York City 











